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Mark DeWolfe Award Recipient:

KATE BURNS

Congratulations to the recipient of
the 2011 Mark DeWolfe Award, Kate
Burns of Denver, Colorado. Kate is a
marriage equality activist, filmmaker,
photo project coordinator, and much
more.
She and her wife, Sheila
Schroeder, have produced several
documentaries about the injustice
suffered by same-sex couples by being denied their full rights as citizens
of the U.S.
From 2004-2006, Kate served on
the planning committee at First Unitarian Society of Denver for a congregational project on Just Marriage,
which included the creation of a photo
exhibit of called "Reframing Family."
The exhibit includes pictures of mixedrace couples, parents with adopted
children, as well as same-sex couples
with and without children.
Kate has long been active with SoulForce, as well. She has been trained
in non-violent civil disobedience and
has planned a number of actions at
LGBT-unfriendly institutions such as
the Catholic Cathedral in Denver and
Focus on the Family in Colorado
Springs.
In September of 2007, Kate and
Sheila were arrested in the office of
the Denver City Clerk for seeking a
marriage license and refusing to leave
when the office closed. They were
found guilty of trespassing and ordered to perform many hours of com-

munity service, most of which accrued to the benefit of local LGBT
non-profits. Last May, Kate, along
with four others, was arrested at the
same location in protest of the decision by the California Supreme Court
to uphold the constitutionality of
Proposition 8. Of the "Denver Five,"
only Kate was found guilty on one of
the charges (probably because of her
"recidivism" and obvious leadership!)
and was sentenced to 40 more hours
of community service.
Currently, Kate serves as president
of the board of trustees at First Unitarian Society of Denver. She was
nominated by Lewis Thompson, immediate past president at FUSD.

Effective immediately,
Interweave has a new mailing address:
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/
Interweave-Continental/329134670710

Interweave Continental
156 Massapoag Avenue
Sharon, MA 02067-2749
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2011 Sermon Contest Winner:

ASHLEY HORAN

The winner of the 2011 Interweave Sermon contest is Ashley Horan, for her sermon “It Gets Better Because We Will Make
It Better,” originally presented at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Davis, California on October 21, 2010. Ashley is a Master of Divinity student at Meadville Lombard Theological School, and an Intern &
Campus Minister at the UU Church of Davis. Congratulations Ashley!
Following is an excerpt from Ashley‟s
award-winning sermon:
“… There is a difference between accepting and truly celebrating our diverse identities… We must let the flame of unconditional love that we kindle in our hearts
grow into the beacon light of justice and

freedom that we proudly shine to the
world. Let us commit ourselves to
“coming out” to the world as Unitarian
Universalists—continuing to educate
ourselves, working more and more to
bring our values beyond the walls of the
church and out into the community. Let
us never again think to ourselves, “If only
that poor child had known about us!”
Let us never wonder whether we could
have saved another person if we had
just spoken our message more loudly.
Let us come out again and again and
again, until there is nothing to come out
of—nowhere that has not been touched
by our message of love and celebration—
no closet of fear and oppression to hide
in anywhere, for any person. It gets bet-

ter, my friends, because we make it
better. We will make it better. Let’s
start today. Right now.”
Full sermon can be found on the Interweave
Facebook page or at www.interweaveuu.org

Photos from General Assembly 2011

(Watch for more about General Assembly 2011 in the August edition of “Interweave Connect.”)
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Update From the GA 2012
Accountability Team
For the last 8 months I have
had the pleasure of serving on a
UUA Board appointed committee,
the GA Accountability Team, a
group made up of representatives from historically marginalized groups.
It is a very historic event to have
representatives from a queer
focused religious group invited to
sit with people who are working
toward making our Annual Meeting of the UUA more accessible to
all. More, it is a powerful way to
make our voices and concerns
heard on the National level.
I am joined by Allyson Diane
Hamm in this work. Together we
represent all you, our Interweave
core. As such I am interested in

knowing what you might like to see
happen or change at a justicecentered GA 2012 in Phoenix.
Many people of color have expressed feeling "unsafe" in Phoenix
due to racial tensions in Arizona.
This is very important for us to address, as we who are openly
LGBLTQ know all too well how marginalized communities can become
oppressed, and how we all benefit
from joining together to work toward a common goal.
I am interested in knowing how
we can all work together to build
alliances as we head into the work
of Justice GA 2012. We are seeing
great progress in Arizona in the dismantling of a racist political system,
but we do not yet know what the

political climate will be in June
of 2012. So, if you have questions about any of this, send me
a note.
I am looking forward to working with as many of you as possible as we move forward and
into our future together.
Feel free to email me your
thoughts or comments at:
sunprincipe@gmail.com
In the Spirit of Love and Hope,

Sun Principe
Vice President
Interweave Continental


PEN PALS
CLF Prison Ministry
As part of their Prison Ministry,
Church of the Larger Fellowship is looking for UUs to
exchange friendly letters on
topics of mutual interest with
BGLTQ prisoners.
For more information,
contact

PrisMin@clfuu.org
Dawn Fortune (on right), Interweave Board member, and seminary student at
Andover Newton Theological School, marches in the 2011 Boston Pride Parade.
(For more pictures of Boston Pride, go to http://www.edgeboston.com/index.php? ch=
pride&sc =&sc2= photoalbums&sc3 =&id=120818)
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In the News

Court Rejects Bid To Overturn
Prop 8 Ruling Because Judge Is Gay
A federal judge has rejected
the argument by supporters of
California's gay marriage ban
that U.S. District Judge Vaughn
Walker -- who ruled the ban unconstitutional -- was biased because he is gay. "It is not reasonable to presume that a
judge is incapable of making
an impartial decision about the
constitutionality of a law, solely
because, as a citizen, the judge
could be affected by the proceedings," U.S. District Judge
James Ware wrote in his ruling
Tuesday.
Supporters of Proposition 8,
California's ballot initiative that
banned same-sex marriages,
filed a motion in April to vacate
Walker's ruling after he confirmed that he is gay and has a
same-sex partner. Walker had

ruled Proposition 8 unconstitutional in August of last year
because it "fails to advance
any rational basis in singling
out gay men and lesbians for
denial of a marriage license."
In the motion, the "Yes On 8"
campaign argued that Walker
should have recused himself
because he may someday
want to get married, which
goes against "the judiciary's
strict fidelity to the ancient
maxim that „no man can be a
judge in his own case and no
man is permitted to try cases
where he has an interest in
the outcome.‟ Given that Chief
Judge Walker was in a committed, long-term, same-sex relationship throughout this case
(and for many years before the
case commenced), it is clear

that his 'impartiality might
reasonably [have been] questioned' from the outset'."
The Los Angeles Times reports that Ware declared in
his ruling: “The mere fact
that a judge is in a relationship with another person -whether of the same sex or
the opposite sex -- does not
ipso facto imply that the
judge must be so interested
in marrying that person that
he would be unable to exhibit
the impartiality which, it is
presumed, all federal judges
maintain.”
Jillian Rayfield (http://tpmmuckraker.
talkingpointsmemo. om/ 2011/06/
court_rejects bid_to_overturn_prop_8_
ruling_becaus.php, June 14, 2011)

On the Religious Left
California Episcopal Diocese to Bless Same-Sex Unions
Bishop Chester Talton of the
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
in California has authorized clergy
to bless the relationships of samesex couples in church as “sacred
unions.”
According to London's Guardian,
the move from Bishop Talton
breaks a ban on blessing samesex unions, an issue that has di-

vided the Anglican Communion,
which includes the U.S. Episcopal
Church. Rowan Williams, the archbishop of Canterbury and head of
the Anglican Communion, has declared his opposition to blessing
same-sex unions.

partnerships and relationships which
are lifelong committed relationships
characterized by fidelity, monogamy,
mutual affection and respect [and]
careful, honest communication,” reports the Guardian.

The directive from Bishop Talton
says that clergy may bless "samegender civil marriages, domestic

(http://www.advocate.com/News/
Daily_News/2011/06/10/Calif_Episcopal_
Diocese_to_Bless_Samesex_Unions June
14, 2011)
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Ten Facts About LGBT America
As the Williams Institute celebrates a decade of gathering data to inform the nation about the LGBT population, the organization shares 10 facts that were uncovered about gay people, from our diversity to our
impact on the federal deficit:
1. 9 million LGBT people live in the U.S., 3.8 % of the adult population.
2. LGBT people are racially, ethnically, and geographically diverse: 1 in 4 are people of color and samesex couples have identified themselves on the Census in 99% of U.S. counties.
3. A substantial percentage of LGBT people are raising children: 1 in 5 same-sex couples and 6% of children in foster care are being raised by LGB people.
4. LGB people are serving in the Armed Forces: 71,000 are currently serving, and there are over 1 million
LGB veterans in the U.S.
5. 70,000 same-sex couples have gotten married in the U.S.; another 90,000 have entered into civil unions and domestic partnerships.
6. The annual divorce rate for same-sex couples and different-sex married couples is similar — about 2%.
7. LGBT people are not more affluent. Gay men earn 10% to 23% less, on average, than heterosexual
men. Children of same-sex couples are twice as likely to live in poverty.
8. Rates of hate crimes and employment discrimination against LGBT people are similar to or higher
than for other protected groups. Until the Williams Institute, no one analyzed this data on a per capita
basis, taking into account the smaller size of the LGBT population.
9. "Don't ask, don't tell" has cost taxpayers over $500 million since it started being enforced in 1994.
10. If all 50 states and the federal government recognized marriage for same-sex couples, the federal
budget would benefit by over $1 billion each year.
The Advocate (http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/04/08/10_Facts_About_Americas_Gays, April 08, 2011)

SEND YOUR NEWS TO “INTERWEAVE CONNECT”
SOMETING TO SHARE ?
CHAPTER ACTIVITIES ?

A MEMBER TO SPOTLIGHT ?
AN OPINION TO VOICE ?

SEND SUBMISSIONS TO:

interweave.connect@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE THE DATE!
CONVO 2012/
CREATING CHANGE
Baltimore, Maryland
January 25-29, 2012


GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Phoenix, Arizona
June 20-24, 2012

