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Don Hoppe, editor 

Dear Chapters and Individual Mem-

bers, 

   I hope you have come to look for-

ward to our monthly newsletter, 

and that the stories we have begun 

to include from our members and 

chapters have inspired you!   

   Don Hoppe is a great driver of our 

newsletter revival, committing him-

self to its monthly generation.  An-

other important investor is Nisco 

Junkins, a new member of the In-

terweave Continental board. The 

recent newsletter stories in large 

part come in response to the more 

than 1100 messages that Nisco 

has sent out (!) in her effort to find 

out what members are doing and 

how we might help.  

   A few trends have emerged from 

the feedback that Nisco has gotten. 

For example, in some UU congrega-

tions, the Interweave group is be-

coming part of a broader Social 

Justice effort within the church.  

Some newly Welcoming Congrega-

tions say that they have spent a lot 

of time working on becoming a Wel-

coming Congregation and they want 

to think about something other 

than LGBTQ issues. A number of UU 

congregations are doing Interweave 

work, but they do not see the point 

in belonging to Interweave Conti-

nental.  On the other hand, other 
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congregations are planning to estab-

lish an Interweave Chapter in the 

near future.  

   As board members, we feel that it is 

very important to be in dialogue with 

UU congregations about Interweave.  

There are UU congregations all over 

doing special things for their GLBTQ 

people.  This is exciting!!       Here are 

activities they have told us about: 
 

 Honoring the joyous presence of 

LGBTIQ individuals and families 

on National Coming Out Day. 
 

 Queerios - a staffed monthly 

meeting at a UU church for area 

GLBT youth. 
 

 ―Rainbow Café‖ - provides a SAFE 

SPACE social/support group for 

high school age gay, lesbian, bi-

sexual, and transgender youth.  It 

also welcomes those youth ques-

tioning their orientation and 

youth members' heterosexual 

friends. 

 Cookie Ministry - provides cook-

ies for a high school’s Gay-

Straight Alliance meetings.  
 

 Monthly movie night - shows 

LGBTQ movies and is attended 

by members of Interweave and 

members of the general com-

munity.  (We can help identify 

movies for this activity at YOUR 

church, if you like). 

 

   Keep up the good work!  And al-

ways remember that the sum of all 

these activities, however small they 

each may be, is changing the hearts 

and minds of people at the grass 

roots level.  

   Finally, I want to thank those of 

you who traveled to Creating 

Change in Baltimore and who par-

ticipated in the Interweave Conti-

nental sponsored workshop on Fri-

day evening and the annual meet-

ing of Interweave Continental on 

Saturday evening.  It was great to 

see you there!! 

 

With warm regards, 

 

Maryka H. Bhattacharyya 
President, Interweave Continental 

Member, CLF 
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   The Standing on the Side of 

Love (SSL) campaign of the Unitar-

ian Universalist Association helps 

congregations connect their work 

for social justice to the core princi-

ples of our faith. SSL is an inter-

faith campaign of action, visibility 

and partnership that focuses on 

solidarity with those who are mar-

ginalized because of their identity. 

Core campaigns include advocat-

ing for LGBT civil rights, immigrant 

justice, religious freedom and di-

versity, and responsiveness to 

bullying.  

   The campaign offers a variety of 

tools for congregations, including 

small grants to support justice 

work, webinars, email updates 

with tangible actions, information 

about how other congregations 

are standing on the side of love, 

online tools and a store with ma-

terials to enhance the effective-

ness of your social justice, educa-

tion on key issues, liturgies, and 

strategic assistance from cam-

paign staff at key moments in time.  

   To become more intimately in-

volved with the campaign, "like" us 

on Facebook: www.facebook.com/

SideofLove and sign up at 

www.standingonthesideoflove.org 

   Look for our webinars here: 

www.standingonthesideoflove.org/

resources/webinars/.  

   Sign up to take part in our up-

coming Thirty Days of Love: 

http://www.standingonthesideoflo

ve.org/national-standing-on-the-

side-of-love-month-the-story-of-us-

the-story-of-now/ 

   And to see a longer session 

about the work of the campaign 

and how congregations can feed in, 

visit: http://bit.ly/oMm91n 

   Questions? Contactlove@uua.org.  
 

Submitted by: Dan Furmansky 

Campaign Manager 

“Standing on the Side Love “ 

Standing on the Side of Love Standing on the Side of Love   

Tova Vitiello moved from New Jersey to 

Iowa City, Iowa in order to attend gradu-

ate school. She is a retired psychology 

professor and therapist. She is, also, a 

published poet. At age fifty-nine, Tova 

hiked the Appalachian Trail from Geor-

gia to Maine. She was a co-founder of 

Lesbian Alliance, and an active mem-

ber of New Jewish Agenda and Women 

Against Racism. Presently, Tova is co-

chair of Interweave at the Unitarian 

Universalist Society of Iowa Ciyy. She 

enjoys kayaking, tennis, and the chil-

dren in her life. 

Interweave Welcomes Interweave Welcomes   
New Board Member New Board Member   
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First Unitarian of Oakland: First Unitarian of Oakland:   
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   Welcoming Congregation & Inter-

weave First Unitarian Church of Oak-

land has a rich history of including 

people who identify as LGBTIQQAA 

(Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

intersex, queer, questioning, asexu-

al, and allies). Interweave addresses 

marriage equality and other issues 

pertinent to the LGBTIQQAA commu-

nity by working with the Coalition of 

Bay Area Welcoming Congregations, 

and by organizing  events. As the 

AIDS epidemic was dawning, they 

welcomed the Metropolitan Commu-

nity Church in the East Bay to wor-

ship within their walls. When the 

MCC congregation disbanded, many 

First UU Church of Stockton 

strives to act locally and think 

globally on the great issues of our 

time—poverty; war; racial and gen-

der justice; gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

and transgender rights; and envi-

ronmental sustainability. Worship 

services regularly address social 

and environmental issues, and 

once a month the entire Sunday 

offering is donated to an organiza-

tion whose mission they support. 

They regularly join together for 

service projects to help the com-

munity. First UU Stockton mem-

bers are passionate about reduc-

ing global warming and living light-

ly on the earth. 

of its members decided to stay 

and become part of the congre-

gation. Since then, leadership 

has always included several 

members of the lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender, queer, ques-

tioning and asexual (LGBTIQQA) 

community. Each year First Uni-

tarian Church of Oakland partici-

pates in the S.F. Pride Parade 

and in the Oakland Pride street 

fair. Last year, they joined with 

five other bay area UU congrega-

tions and marched in the S.F. 

Pride parade with a truck, a 

band, and over 150 participants. 

   In the past several years First 

Unitarian Oakland has completed 

the Welcoming Congregation pro-

gram of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association.  They are now offi-

cially a Welcoming Congregation, 

pledged to intentionally provide a 

safe and affirming climate for 

people who identify as LGBTIQQA 

to find a spiritual home. 
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   In April 2011 there were a series of diatribes spread 
about in Northeast Mississippi that were very hateful of 
LGBTQ people.  The source of the attacks was the 
American Family Association which has its headquar-
ters here in Tupelo and has a nationwide network of 
radio and television out-
lets.  The majority of AFA's 
activities are focused on fun-
damentalist interpretations of 
the Bible.  Those interpreta-
tions are very hostile to any 
form of social activity that 
does not conform to their ide-
as of a nuclear family, the 
Christian religion and white 

race. 

   Taking note of these attacks 
the members of the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of 
Tupelo undertook to a training 
program developed by the 
national Unitarian Universalist 
Association of Congregations (UUAC) so as to earn the 
official designation "A Welcoming Congregation."  This 
is a 14 week study and discussion that identifies specif-
ic areas that tend to foster unaccepting attitudes 
brought on by cultural influences. In south, the racial 
biases and religious prejudices are particularly trouble-
some.  We are trying to be the change we want to see. 
In the discussion of the sources of divisiveness and 
development of more healthy attitudes of acceptance 
are the fundamental steps to openness.  The several 
LGBTQ members of our congregation helped us under-
stand how painful the AFA's messages were to them 
and their friends which led us to take up the cause of 

equal rights for them.  

    Our continuing program comes under the UUAC ban-
ner, Standing on the Side of Love" with our element 
being called "Give Hate a Holiday". The Congregation 
plans to hold two public witness events a year, Spring 

(during school spring break) and Fall (during the Columbus 

Day holiday). 

   As to the public reception:  When the October event first 
came to the attention of the American Family Association 
they quickly moved to suppress it. Their senior officers at-

tempted to deny us the use of the 
community center as a venue, to de-
ny us access to the press and in gen-
eral to suppress any action that af-
firmed the civil rights of LGBT people, 
inc lud ing  the F i rs t  Amend-
ment freedom of assembly and 
speech.  Their minions in the local 
churches preached against us and 
threats were made against the man-
agement of the community cen-
ter.  Those unpleasant activities con-
tinued into December.  Churches, 
merchants and individuals who pri-
vately support us are afraid to stand 
with us in public fearing boycott and 
opprobrium by the AFA and its funda-

mentalist bigot followers.  The more progressive segments 
of the community supported the activity quietly and would 
have done so more openly had it not been for fear of eco-
nomic boycotts of businesses and loss of jobs.  The LGBT 
people were, of course, ecstatic and as openly supportive 

as prudence would permit. 

   Attendance totaled 100 or so during the various events of 

the day and evening.  We had good (albeit somewhat 

guarded) coverage from the local paper and from one of 

the two local television outlets.  A few young people were 

present but mostly those who attended were in their late 

teens and older.  We had excellent support from the Missis-

sippi ACLU, from the Tennessee Equality Program, Missis-

sippi Workers Center for Human Rights and, of  course,  

from the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Oxford, the 

district UUA body and the national UUA Standing on the 

Side of Love. 

   Life changing events are not easy to define as others go 
about their paths; but, in my case I can honestly say that 
this event and the people who have responded to me dur-
ing and since have certainly changed my life.  I came into 
this as an ardent supporter of civil rights for all people, in-
cluding LGBTQ people who are being held as less than fully 
human.  I have evolved into a crusader for full human rights 
for all, including the right of marriage and  
freedom from fear.  Hate acts, threats and restrictions tar-
geted against anyone because of gender issues are abomi-

nable and must be stopped.   

   Clearly, we are a minority in the culture pool of Mississip-
pi; but, swimming upstream is how you find clean water.  As 
with other forms of pollution the bigotry in the South will not 
be cleaned up overnight; but with every generation it can 
be improved and reduced.  Our task is to keep the faith 
that one day there will be Liberty and Justice for ALL (no 

exceptions). 

 Our next event will again be at the Link Centre in Tupelo on 

March 12, 2012. 
Bob Spencer, Lay Minister 

UU Congregation of Tupelo, MS 

UU Congregation of Tupelo Takes on Hate GroupUU Congregation of Tupelo Takes on Hate Group  

Coming Out in Faith: Coming Out in Faith:   

Voices of LGBTQ Unitarian UniversalistsVoices of LGBTQ Unitarian Universalists  
 

Coming Out in Faith: LGBTQ Voices in 

Unitarian Universalism, by Keith Kron 

and Susan Gore, is a collection that illu-

minates the experiences of lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender Unitarian Uni-

versalists. Coming Out in Faith also helps 

to raise awareness of Unitarian Univer-

salism's active role in promoting a vision 

of humanity that embraces LGBTQ peo-

ple and seeks to learn from the unique 

strengths they bring to questions of per-

sonal faith and organizational vitality.    
 

Available for Kindle at Amazon.com, and in the UUA Bookstore at:  

http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1434 

http://www.libertyandjusticeforall.us
http://www.libertyandjusticeforall.us
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=1434
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At a potluck dinner hosted by 

UCH to help resolve their deep 

disappointment over an election, 

one member stood up to the mi-

crophone and complained bitterly 

that the Republicans had played 

the "homophobe card", using the 

alleged threat of gay marriage to 

rally conservative voters.  She 

rattled off a list of suggestions for 

going forward, and one of them 

was standing on street corners 

holding signs for marriage equali-

ty. A member of the congregation, 

Alanna, went home and couldn't 

stop thinking about it.  She de-

signed a button, had them made 

professionally made, and they 

have handed 

out 1,000 of 

the buttons 

(picture on the 

left is Alanna 

with a‖ Free-

dom to Marry‖ 

button on her 

hat). She, along 

w i th  o ther 

members of the congregation de-

cided to organize a study group 

around E. J. Graff's book, "What is 

Marriage For?" and were so taken 

by it, they invited Graff to come 

speak to their congregation imme-

diately after finishing the study 

group.  By Valentine's Day, Febru-

ary 2005 – a scant three months 

later – they were standing on 

street corners in Harrisburg hold-

ing these signs you see in the pic-

tures.  They were snowed out one 

year, but they’ve been doing it ev-

er since.  Bills have been intro-

duced in four consecutive General 

Assembly sessions that would de-

LGBTQ Film Series: LGBTQ Film Series:   
“Edie & Thea: A Very Long Engagement”“Edie & Thea: A Very Long Engagement”  

This is a beautiful movie. After 42 

years, feisty and delightful lesbian 

couple Edie and Thea are finally 

getting married. From the early 

'60s to the present day, the tireless 

community activists persevere 

through many battles, both person-

al and political. As Edie says, "We 

just went on with this talent we 

have for wrestling joy from the shit." A 

love story of two remarkable women 

whose commitment to each other is 

an inspiration to us all. Two women sit 

watching a slideshow of their life to-

gether, and remember the night they 

met and how they danced together for 

hours. ―We danced so long, I wore a 

hole in my stocking,‖ says Edie. So 

begins Edie & Thea: A Very Long En-

gagement, a tender double portrait of 

two elderly women whose shared life 

is both ordinary — filled with trips, 

work and milestones like getting en-

gaged and buying their first home — 

and extraordinary. Extraordinary be-

cause Edie and Thea met in the clos-

eted early sixties, and their lives un-

folded against a backdrop of radical 

cultural change. Like any classic ro-

mance, there’s a wedding at the end, 

as Edie and Thea, who then in a wheel-

chair due to MS, fly to Canada to bring 

their Very Long Engagement to its 

proper conclusion. 

fine marriage between a man and 

a woman, and would prevent civil 

unions.  So far, they have defeated 

three attempts and will be working 

on the fourth in the coming 

year.  But two years ago, Sen. Day-

lin Leach introduced a bill that 

would provide marriage equality, 

and Rep. Mark Cohen introduced a 

bill that would provide civil un-

ions.  Neither bill has seen any 

activity, but the fact that two 

straight men would go out on a 

limb like this is pretty amazing.  

The folks at UCH like to believe it 

was their work that gave both men 

courage to speak up. 
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