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Celebration Issue

Dear Interweave Members and Friends,
There was WAY more to do at Justice General
Assembly than anyone could imagine! I was so proud
of all that the UUA and contributing organizations had
created. As President of Interweave, I set my vision
on three major missions – our reception celebrating
LGBTQ clergy, our Interweave banquet at Fiesta Grill,
and support for the local migrants – the very reason
for Justice GA.
Both of my parents immigrated to the US, and my
husband himself is an immigrant. All three had filled
out the N-400 form to apply for US citizenship via
naturalization. As my personal contribution at GA,
I committed to facilitating the process for persons
seeking citizenship in Phoenix.
A 2-hr course provided me training on becoming a
naturalized citizen. On Saturday morning, a bus took
me and approximately 50 other UUs to a building with
a large gym where Ma Familia Vota was sponsoring a
‘Citizenship Day’. A VERY long line of people, nearly
all Hispanics, stood outside the building with their
papers, waiting to be helped. Entering the building
were more than 300 UU volunteers, working in shifts,
all trained, many wearing Standing on the Side of
Love t-shirts (see photo). On one such day, Ma
Familia Vota is lucky to service 100 applicants. With
the UU volunteers, they aimed for 300!
continued on page 2
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The person I served was from Mexico employed as
a gardener in Phoenix. He answered questions from a
Spanish-language N-400 form, as I filled out his form
in English. His wife was beside him being helped by
the volunteer next to me. Both were in the US illegally
before obtaining their permanent resident visas,
which allowed them to work in the US and apply for
citizenship after 5 years.
As one example, the N-400 form required them
to list every time they had been to Mexico in the
last 5 years. Because they had crossed the border,
immigration had record of their trips, so they had to
get it right!
It took a long time to fill out all items. We were told
to use scrap paper for the long answers, so we would
write them correctly first time. Mistakes had to be
whited out, and immigration officers looked unkindly

on forms with lots of white-out. Also, if there were any
mis-statements, the person could be accused of lying
to immigration and be subject to deportation. So I was
nervous and working with great care!!
By the end of the morning, our husband and wife
team had their citizenship papers completed, ready
for review by the Mi Familia Vota lawyers in the gym.
So our work would be checked! We were told they
would become citizens in 2-3 months, in time to vote
in November!
What an amazing day!! All the UU volunteers are
now trained to return to their states and participate in
local Citizenship Days. If you are interested, visit Mi
Familia Vota on line and see how you can help!
Very truly yours,
Maryka Bhattacharyya, President,
Interweave Continental

Citizenship fair draws hundreds of UU volunteers
“What we do here today really helps people get to the final step in a long journey,” said Daniel Stracka,
organizer of the service project helping people complete their paperwork for citizenship for the Justice
General Assembly. “It touches me. I’m grateful for having the opportunity to work with such great folks.”

check out full story
return to page 1

INTERWEAVE CONNECT

JULY 2012

page 2

A large group of GA participants joined us for
the off-site banquet and enjoyed a delicious meal
at the locally owned Fiesta Grill, where poet Hedy
Trevino spoke movingly of her experiences and
activism around the issue of immigration and
Interweave sermon contest winner the Rev. Erin
Splaine delivered her challenging and compelling
sermon “The Fierce Urgency of Now.”
Dr. Adam Hackel, the recipient of this year’s
Mark DeWolfe Award for service to the BGLTQ
community, spoke to the group by phone about
his important work with sexual minority work, and
Interweave Continental recognized 3rd Space,
a Phoenix-based organization that supports the
local immigrant LGBTQ community, with our first
Courage Award.

Interweave Continental President Maryka Bhattacharrya and
Secretary J. David Macey ready to march with the Interweave
Continental banner.

Interweave at Justice GA

Greetings from Phoenix! This has been an exciting
and enlightening week of shared witness, worship
and workshops. Interweave Continental President
Maryka Bhattacharrya, Secretary J. David Macey,
and Interweave Connect Editor Nisco Junkins are
pleased to report that Interweave is supporting the
shared work of Unitarian Universalists from across
the country who have gathered at Justice GA to learn,
to celebrate and to engage in social justice work and
witness.

TRUUsT and the UU United Nations Office
sponsored an outstanding special session at
Justice GA that explored the complex intersections
between immigration and BGLTQ issues with
respect to asylum and the Defense of Marriage
Act (DoMA), while attorney Pooja Gehi from New
York’s Sylvia Rivera Law Project, which fights
for the right to self-determine gender identity
and expression regardless of income or race,
spoke powerfully about the intersections among
transgender identity, immigration, race and
economic justice.
It was both a privilege and a pleasure to share
in the rich tapestry of transformative experiences
that made this year’s Justice GA, with its focus on
immigration and activism, so powerful and unique
an experience. We can’t wait for GA 2013!
J. David Macey,
Interweave Continental Secretary

We’re delighted that so many BGLTQ and Allied
ministers and seminarians, as well as Interweave and
UUA staff members, were able to attend the Thursday
evening reception that Interweave Continental cohosted with our good friend (and former President),
the Rev. Keith Kron. We renewed old friendships and
made new friends over cake and ice cream.
On Friday, we gathered for our annual banquet, or
ganized by Interweave Continental Vice President
Sun Principe, who also served as a member of
the GA Accountability Group that ensured the
participation of historically marginalized groups of
people and that built alliances with local groups
working on immigration issues.
return to page 1
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Rev. Jonalu Johnstone, Past Intwerweave Continental
President, Interweave Continental Present President
Maryka Bhattacharrya and Rev. Rev. Keith Kron, Past
Interweave Continental President
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Reception for LGBT Ministers
and Allies that Interweave Continental

co-hosted with our good friend (and former
President), the Rev. Keith Kron

We’re delighted that so many BGLTQ and
Allied ministers and seminarians, as well as
Interweave and UUA staff members, were able
to attend the Thursday evening reception that
Interweave Continental co-hosted with our
good friend (and former President), the Rev.
Keith Kron. We renewed old friendships and
made new friends over cake and ice cream.

return to page 1
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Interweave Continental Banquet

Hedy Trevino of
Poets Responding to SB1070

A large group of GA participants joined us for the
off-site banquet and enjoyed a delicious meal at the
locally owned Fiesta Grill, where poet Hedy Trevino
spoke movingly of her experiences and activism
around the issue of immigration and Interweave
sermon contest winner the Rev. Erin Splaine
delivered her challenging and compelling sermon
“The Fierce Urgency of Now.” see page 6
Dr. Adam Hackel, the recipient of this year’s Mark
DeWolfe Award for service to the BGLTQ community,
spoke to the group by phone about his important work
with sexual minority work, and Interweave Continental
recognized 3rd Space, a Phoenix-based organization
that supports the local immigrant LGBTQ community,
with our first Courage Award.
return to page 1
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contractors against employees who happen to be
lesbian, bisexual, gay or transgender. In doing so
the Administration cited that they would instead be
focusing on a similar legislative process involving
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) that
resulted in the end of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell.

listen to the sermon

The Fierce Urgency of Now

Interweave Continental 2012 Sermon Award
by Rev. Erin Splaine
The plan this morning was to preach a sermon
entitled - Fragile and Rooted. Well that was the
plan anyway. I have moved that sermon to the 29th.
Today’s sermon might well be titled Best Laid Plans
of Mice and Ministers as this morning is a perfect
example of what happens when something happens
during the week that catches my attention. The
sermon I had planned and was preparing to write
at the start of the week was not the sermon I felt I
needed to write by the end of the week.
The same thing happened twice last year. It has
happened in other years as well and will happen
again in years to come usually with only a little
consternation. Yet, today’s sermon comes to you
after a few sleepless nights and fretful days because
the larger issue that has my attention and deep
concern has direct personal meaning for me.
What does one do when the issue at hand is
about you? Ultimately, I concluded that regardless
it is my job to bring issues into this moment in a way
that allows for access points along the way so that
we might navigate them together. Every sermon is
meant to be a starting point for conversation and
consideration. Today is no different. For those of who
might want to continue the conversation sooner rather
then later — please join me in the Children’s Chapel
at 11:30.
So what happened? Late Wednesday news broke
that the Obama Administration would not sign an
Executive Order barring discrimination by federal

The upset about this news, as expected, came
from every corner of the LGBT community but from
nowhere else. And why would it, on it’s face it is a
strategy that makes sense — not to mention that it
is an election year and the democrats need to be
careful. Yet for several reasons when we take a look
at the deeper meaning and repercussions the picture
is far from clear.
First, one can argue that morally the end of Don’t
Ask Don’t Tell came years ago and the Administration
risked very little political capital to make it a reality
— they came in at the end of the wave. Second, as
the ACLU stated the Executive Order was the best
chance of protecting federal employees, as there is no
end insight for ENDA — which has been introduced
in every Congress since 1994 and yet passed the
House only once in 2007 — only to die very quickly in
the Senate.
Finally and most importantly to this morning’s
sermon — national support for ending workplace
discrimination against LGBT Americans has the
support of 74% of the country. For generations the
LGBT community has been told that change comes
slowly — incrementally and we have also been told
for decades that risks can’t be taken during election
years — there are just too many more important
issues at stake.
A Presidential signature seven months away
from an election on an issue that ¾ of the American
electorate supports feels like safe incremental change
and yet it didn’t happen. The Administration made
what turned out to be a smart political calculation —
that the only part of the electorate that would be upset
by this non-event would be the LGBT community.
My message this morning is not about any one
politician or political party but to the larger community
to begin the conversation about our national priorities
as a people. To raise the moral argument that it is
time — past time — that full and equal protection for
Transgender, Bisexual, Gay and Lesbian Americans
become one of our top priorities and no longer the
issue that waits.

return to page 1
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In October of 2010 over half a million people took
part in a grassroots march for equality in D.C. So I
ask is 2 years enough?
In May of 2004 equal marriage was ruled to be
constitutional in the Commonwealth. So I ask is 8
years enough?
In 1994 ENDA was first introduced in the Congress.
So I ask is 18 years enough time?
In April of 1992 almost a million people took part
in the last organized march on Washington, D.C. for
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender civil rights.
So I ask is 20 years enough?
The first national march on Washington for Gay
Rights took place in 1979 almost a year after Harvey
Milk was assassinated — is 33 years enough?
These last few days I turned to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” for
inspiration. Let me be very clear about this point
— in using Dr. King’s letter for inspiration, context
and connection I am in no way equating the LGBT
struggle for civil rights with the civil rights moment of
the 1960’s.
Yet, I was drawn back to Dr. King’s letter for many
reasons primarily because he was writing to an
audience that surprisingly was not yet fully supportive
of his actions and his resolve — white colleagues
who were considered moderate theologically and
socially and yet who had gone about criticizing his
actions, cautioning him that it wasn’t the right time
to push back against social norms and the laws of
segregation, telling him that people weren’t really
quite ready to change — that change doesn’t happen
overnight.
To the admonition to slow things down — to wait
for people’s comfort levels to change before full and
equal citizenship could be expected Dr. King wrote,
“This ‘wait’ has almost always meant ‘never’. It
has been a tranquilizing thalidomide, relieving the
emotional stress for a moment, only to give birth to an
ill-formed infant of frustration. We must come to see
with the distinguished jurist of yesterday that ‘justice
too long delayed is justice denied’.” What is true in
terms of his urgency then is true for the urgency of our
need now.
When we look at a more complete picture one
begins to understand that slow and incremental are
in-fact red herrings. When considering whether or
not it is time that LGBT Americans be granted full and
equal citizenship the question I would ask in return
to those who would still advise me to wait is just how
long is enough time?
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The first rally for Gay and Lesbian civil rights took
place in Philadelphia on July 4, 1965 — 4 years
before the Stonewall Uprising — is 47 years long
enough?
The first Lesbian rights organization was founded in
San Francisco in 1955 — is 57 years enough?
The first Gay Rights organization was founded in
Chicago in 1924 — is 88 years enough?
Emma Goldman — a voice that could not be
ignored — began speaking out publically for
Homosexual Rights in 1910 — is more than a century
enough time?
The first trial and conviction — in this country — of
a woman accused of being a lesbian took place in
Plymouth, MA in 1649 — is 363 years enough?
Moreover, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and Gay
people have been part of every community, of every
generation, of every civilization, of every culture since
the beginning of time. So I ask is forever enough time
to wait?
I respectfully submit that just because most of
America has not been paying attention does not
mean that we are a new voice in the struggle for our
own basic civil rights. Just because most of America
has not been listening does not mean we have only
silently lived our lives in the shadows.
Just because most of America has not cared
enough to realize the enormity of the toll our
community has borne — and still bears — does not
mean that we have lived in peace.
Bisexual, Gay, Transgender, Lesbian Americans
and our allies have been marching and organizing
for years upon years. Transgender, Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual Americans and our allies have been
pounding on the door of equal treatment under the
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law and equal opportunity for decades upon decades
— generation upon generation.
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Americans
have been killed and injured because of who we are
— we have suffered physical and emotional violence
for centuries upon centuries. It is past time that our
civil rights become one of our countries top priorities.
I don’t know why I am who I am — I just know that
I have been who I am for as long as I have had blue
eyes, for as long as I have been dyslexic, for as long
as I have had a greater aptitude for athletics rather
than mathematics. I know that the same is true for
some — not others on the continuum. In so many
ways beyond but most definitely including sexual
orientation and gender identity — life is an unfolding
— a journey — a process of becoming who we are.
That we live in a world that says that here and
now in 2012 it is okay for our government to create a
second-class of citizenship because of who we are is
a sin.
LGBT Americans are not asking for special
consideration and treatment anymore than we are
asking for special rights. We have been asking
for equal rights and now we are asking for equal
consideration and treatment. That we have to ask at
all is maddening.
Nonetheless, we are asking that our generations
long struggle for equal rights become a priority
— do so means changing how we engage in the
conversation — how we act — what we expect and
accept from our political representatives regardless of
our party affiliation.
In ‘The Letter From a Birmingham Jail’ Dr. King
answering those who would have the protests in
Birmingham put on hold in order to give the new
mayor who was seen to be more “gentle” than the
outgoing mayor a chance wrote “the new Birmingham
administration must be prodded as much as the
outgoing one, before it will act.” Regardless of his
friendliness Dr. King wrote like the mayor before him
the new mayor is “dedicated to maintenance of the
status quo.”
It is true that the current Administration is
considered to be more ‘gay friendly’ than any other.
Yet when expected to fulfill a campaign promise
to sign the Executive Order barring workplace
discrimination the Administration balked. There is
widespread doubt within the LGBT community that
without prodding and a growing chorus of support the
administration will spend only limited political capital
now or in the future to further the cause of equal
treatment under the law for all citizens.

INTERWEAVE CONNECT

JULY 2012

Because that is what we are talking about equal
treatment under the law — the assurance that the
government will prosecute if someone is fired from a
job or denied housing because of their gender identity
or sexual orientation; that we have equal access to
adoption; that we not worry as we do in certain states
that we would be kicked out of a restaurant because
of who we are; that our birth certificates and passports
match our identity; that we become eligible for the
1000 plus different federal rights and protections that
are denied us because regardless of state laws our
federal government prohibits us from marrying those
whom we love.
There are some who have said that the fact that I
am an out lesbian minister living in a predominantly
straight community has had some small measure
of benefit not just for LGBT youth and adults but for
those who identify themselves as straight as well. I
have to admit that there have been times that I have
believed that might be true.
Yet of late I have begun to question if perhaps I
have unwittingly contributed to the lack of urgency
in the ally community to the issue of full equality
under the law for LGBT Americans. I have begun to
question whether or not by blending in I have perhaps
contributed to an understanding among those who do
not identify as Bisexual, Lesbian, Transgender or Gay
that our lives are fundamentally the same — because
the are not.
I don’t know what it is like to walk into CVS, or the
mall or Fenway Park and not worry if it is safe to hold
my girlfriends hand. I don’t know what is like to live in
a world where I don’t have to think before I speak for
fear of calling her hon or sweetheart because I know,
even here in Massachusetts, what can happen if the
wrong person hears me say just that.
I don’t know what it is like to have my government
acknowledge me as a full citizen. I don’t know what
it is like to turn on the television and not hear how I
am wrecking the institution of marriage, or that I am
by the very fact of my existence immoral — grotesque
— sick — that I am unfit to be a parent, or a teacher
or a minister — that it is not safe for me to be
around children — not because of the content of my
character, because I am a lesbian.
I do know what it is like to live in a world where the
very core of who I am is dismissed as a mere choice
— as if it were akin to picking out a new set of drapes.
How is it possible that there are those who still
believe that after thousands of years of oppression — after thousands of years of violence against
us — after thousands of years of governments trying
to legislate us out of existence — of organizations
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creating doctrine to demonize us — of individuals who
would demean and threaten us — and still do — how
is it possible for anyone to think that the strength my
community has needed to endure all of that and more
hangs solely by the thin filament of a choice?
The enormity of our strength comes from being who
we are — the fact of us will never change no matter
how many people would wish it were so.
I do know the spiritual, psychic, emotional, and
physical energy it takes to get up every day and live
in a world that at best dismisses me. And I’m lucky
because I live in the relative — but by no means safe
confines of Metro-West Boston it is painful to think
what it takes for Transgender, Gay, Bisexual and
Lesbian Americans to go about living their daily lives
in places like Charlotte, NC — or — Louisville, KY —
or — Phoenix, AR.
I do know what it is like to come within a hairs
breadth of physical harm because of who I am — but
thankfully I am one of the lucky ones because I have
only endured the threat of physical violence. Justice
Department statistics show that crimes against LGBT
people are rising by steady and alarming rates every
year.
I do know all too well that this kind of violence is
nothing compared to the violence my government has
wrought on my community. Had the AIDS pandemic
started in a community that my government actually
cared about — had it not been known as “the gay
cancer” then perhaps my government would not have
ignored for years the request by the Center for Disease Control for funding for much needed research
and education.
If action had been taken earlier who knows how
many lives could have been saved — how much suffering could have been avoided. Yet starting in the
early 1980’s in the face of our government’s sinful

indifference the Bisexual, Lesbian, Transgender and
Gay community did what we had to do — we tended
to our sick and we buried our dead. We did so in very
large measure on our own.
There is a growing anguish fashioned by indifference and institutionalized inequality in the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender community the size
of which I have not sensed since the AIDS crisis. Yet
unlike then we cannot overcome on our own.
I know that many of you have done so much to make
civil rights for all Americans a reality. I know that
many of you have been speaking up and out for equal
rights for Gays, Lesbians, Bisexual and Transgender people for years. I would never and could never
diminish or discount your work — your intentions —
your strong hearts — because I am grateful.
But as I said earlier this is a different moment — a
moment that if we are to live up to our First Principle
– that we would honor the inherent worth and dignity
of every individual then now is the time — we are the
ones we have been waiting for.
In the beginning of the letter Dr. King wrote, “we are
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in
a single garment of destiny.” He is right.

We are interdependent, connected to each
other, related to each other simply by virtue of
our existence together. Our lives, our world, our
universe are ordered toward and depend on our
interdependence. No one — nothing can exist on
it’s own. If it is unacceptable to you regardless
of your sexual orientation or gender identity that
our government treats people unequally under
the law based on sexual orientation and gender
identity — than what shall we do? What shall we
do together?

return to page 1

INTERWEAVE CONNECT

JULY 2012

page 9

Anita Hill is a Great Heroine to Many UUs

Anita Hill receives the UUSC’s Eleanor Roosevelt
Human Rights Award

UUSC President Bill Schulz presents Anita Hill with
UUSC’s Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights Award at the
UUSC Gala during General Assembly. The room was set
up for 300 people and they had to keep bring in more
chairs because the UU’s kept coming to see her.

Ms.Hill autographed copies
of her new book “Reimaging
Equality.” This book can be
purchased through the UUA
Bookstore. Click here to purchase
the book. type Hill as author

Anita Hill, professor of social policy, law and women’s studies
of Brandeis Univerisity, is a great heroine to many Unitarian
Universalists. She discused issues of race, gender and economic
injustice with UUSC President Bill Schultz. She said she was glad
that many Black organizations are becoming open to GLBT issues.

Interweave Continental

With your support, Interweave Continental continues to actively work toward ending oppression based on sexual
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. Interweave Continental is involved in the following:
• Our annual conference and business meeting, “Convo,” in conjunction with the Creating Change conference
• Events and workshops at the UUA General Assembly, including our Annual Banquet
• The Mark deWolfe Award, which is presented annually for lifetime devotion to Unitarian Universalist
LGBTQ advocacy
• The Interweave Continental Sermon Award, presented annually for the best sermon in support of LGBTQ issues
• Interweave Connect, our monthly newsletter, which is emailed to over 1100
Unitarian Universalist Congregations and many LGBTQ organizations within those congregations
• Statements to the public on LGBTQ issues and concerns

Our goals include:

• Effect positive change within UUA through our connections and collaborations with UUA leaders and members
• Represent a welcoming, liberal religious voice within local, regional and national LGBTQ communities
• Contribute to trans-formative grassroots movements that celebrate LGBT people and work to end all forms of
oppression
• Support of LGBTQ ministers
• To establish a Service Project in conjunction with and support of LGBTQ
Youth
return to page 1
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A fellow representative
consoles the House
sponsor of the Civil Union
Bill, Representative Mark
Ferrandino, after the republican
leadership shut down the
house rather than allow the bill
to go to a vote.

“If our lawmakers won’t stand up

for all Colorado Families --we’ll elect people who will”

They said it couldn’t be done. They said we’d never win a Republican
vote in the House. They said civil unions was dead on arrival. But we
proved them wrong. Our community came together like never before —
making calls, sending e-mails, visiting with our legislators. And together,
we made history in Colorado. Although our fight for civil unions didn’t
end the way any of us had hoped, we accomplished the impossible.
Re-live our journey to advance civil unions legislation. Watch this video,
share it with your friends.
Kate Burns

Watch

return to page 1
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10 Ways to Celebrate Pride

1. Fly a rainbow flag to show your support for
Pride. The rainbow flag is the dominant symbol
used to signify LGBT Pride. Flying a rainbow flag
from your congregation’s sign(s) or building and/or
adding one to your website and other publications
sends a clear message that you celebrate Pride
and welcome all people, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.
2. March in a local Pride parade. If there is an
annual Pride parade in your area, organize a
contingent of members from your congregation
to march in it. If other UU congregations march in
your local parade, team up and march together!
Get inspired: Read about how other UUs have
participated in Pride parades. Get strategic: Some
Pride parades are protested by people with hatebased religious motivation. You can show your
community that religion can stand on the side of
love. Consider augmenting your efforts by utilizing
Standing on the Side of Love signs/banners/shirts.
If your community doesn’t already have a local
Pride march, help organize one!
3. Table at a local Pride event. If there is an annual
Pride event in your area that includes a vendor
space, sponsor and staff a table for your congregation. Again, consider teaming up with other
nearby UU congregations. In addition to literature
and handouts about Unitarian Universalism and
your congregation, you might want to make LGBTrelated print resources from the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) or the Standing on the
Side of Love campaign available.
4. Craft a Sunday service around the topic of
Pride. As you plan your service, be sure to take
leadership from people of all ages within your
congregation who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer. Consider making
a Pride-related service a permanent part of your
liturgical calendar.
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5. Take time to discuss and include identities other
than lesbian and gay. Pride is a celebratory and
enthusiastic time, but it sometimes prioritizes
the visibility and celebration of lesbian and gay
people, rendering invisible people who are bisexual, queer, and/or transgender (as well as LGBT
people who are folks of color, working class, differently abled, youth, or elders). Take the opportunity
for education and celebration around identities
that are less visible in your congregation and your
community. Visit Identity 101 for more information
and resources.
6. Build and strengthen relationships with local
LGBT organizations and groups. Make plans to
attend an event hosted by a local LGBT group or
organization. If your congregation has a building,
offer meeting space to local LGBT groups and organizations. Find out how your congregation can
be of service regarding the issues nearby groups
are working on or struggling with. You can also
invite a representative of a state or local LGBT
advocacy group to speak to your congregation,
and/or take up a collection to support their efforts.
Check out Equality Federation and CenterLink to
find LGBT advocacy groups or LGBT centers near
you.
7. Engage or re-engage with the Welcoming Congregation Program. Being a Welcoming Congregation is a commitment, not an end point, and the
work is never done. LGBT Ministries recommends
that all congregations go through a Welcoming
Congregation Program or refresher program every
five years. Did you know you can now officially renew your Welcoming Congregation designation?
Re-engage with how to deepen your congregation’s welcome and inclusion. Visit our Welcoming
Congregation Program web pages for more! (Hint:
the 10 ways on this page are all Welcoming Congregation work!)
8. Host a community forum, panel discussion,
film screening, or other event on an LGBTrelated topic. Get your congregation and community talking and engaging! Consider how you
can partner with local LGBT organizations and/or
groups to host an event. Use this as an opportunity to explore the questions: Why do we celebrate
Pride? What is the history of oppression against
LGBT people in our society? How far have we
come and how much further do we need to travel
to build the world we dream about?
continue on page 13
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10 Ways to Celebrate Pride continued frompage 7

9. Host a community-wide interfaith event or
service to bring people together in a safe
space. This might be an opportunity to offer to
bless same-gender unions in your congregation
and/or to honor transgender individuals through
gender-affirming ceremonies. You can also apply
for a Standing on the Side of Love grant for this
purpose.
10. Take action for the rights and needs of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
queer people! There are so many ways to
take action. Find out what local LGBT groups
and organizations are currently working on
and ask how you can help. Utilize Standing on the Side of Love. Connect with faith

leaders from sibling congregations—UU and
other denominations. Do a community needs
assessment and find out which lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people are facing
the most discrimination, violence, and risk in
your community—LGBT youth? Low-income
transgender folks? Undocumented LGBT
people? Explore options in terms of the different ways to do social action: for example,
direct service, legislative advocacy, and
education, in addition to witness. Visit UUA of

Congregatons take action pages for more ideas.
From the UUA’s office of LGBT Ministries. For more
resources on transgender identity and welcome, please
go to www.uua.org/lgbt/identity/25348.shtml or contact
Alex Kapitan at lgbt@uua.org.

See full story
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Our rainbow banner in the Pride Parade

First Unitarian Church of Victoria

In 2001, members of the First Unitarian Church of Victoria voted to become a “Welcoming Congregation” to
gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered people. We are represented in the Gay Pride Parade each year and,
in July, we sponsor an Art Show featuring gay and lesbian artists. Through our newsletter, and occasional worship
services centered on GLBT issues, our members are kept informed about homophobia. In addition, we have a
small GLBT section of books in our library.

Rabbi David Horowitz
National Head of Pflag
Download PFLAG Publicatons
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Photographs by Richard Boober

Channing Memorial Church,
Newport, Rhode Island
Interweave Chapter
in Providence, Rhode Island
PRIDE PARADE

Things are happening
By Rev. James Ford

Yesterday, members and friends of the Church
marched in the annual Providence Gay Pride parade.
Even though my feet are killing me, I’m still basking in
the glow of how the community responds to a church
that marched with two banners: The first read “First
Unitarian Church of Providence.” And right behind
it was “Standing on the Side of Love.” We also
featured, for the third time, a float. Okay, it was a
pickup truck stuffed with kids and others for whom the
walk was a bit too much. Shoulda sat with them….
This morning, I find myself thinking back to remarks
made by a friend who finds the whole thing a bit
silly. At least he couldn’t bring himself to quite say he
thought his particular foci, in the area of social justice,
was more important. I think he misses something
very important. Maybe even a couple of things…

In some circles today is called Juneteenth. It marks
the day in 1865 when the slaves in Galveston, Texas,
learned they had been “freed” more than two years
earlier. This is also the anniversary of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, which was voted into law following an
eighty-three day filibuster. It occurred a hundred
years after one would have thought that matter
settled.
Considering how few states have marriage equality,
considering how every once in a while there are
attempts to introduce new sodomy laws into the
books, we’re no where near a time when marching
for GBLTQ rights is not needed. So we continue to
march and we continue our annual commemoration of
Stonewall, remembering that civil rights are complex
things involving changes in law and changes in our
human hearts.

Rev. James Ford
First Universalist Church in Providence, RI
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Three Unitarian Universalist “Welcoming Congregations” in the Buffalo area marched in the Buffalo
Gay Pride Parade! The UU churches of Buffalo, Amherst and East Aurora joined forces, showing our
true colors! Banners and signs were made, and three vehicles, decorated with rainbow colors, were
surrounded by 26 people!
return to page 1

INTERWEAVE CONNECT

JULY 2012

page 16

Each year we rent a "trolley" which helps some of those (like me) who can't walk the full
parade. It also serves as a focal point for our contingency.
John Keasler

First UU Church of San Diego

The mission of The Rainbow Action Group is to:
•

provide a specific, visual, candid welcome to all those who come to First Church, especially
LGBTs, their friends and supporters.

•

continue to increase the inclusive posture of First Church throughout all its programs,
committees, and affiliated organizations, so that LGBTs, as well as their friends and supporters,
will continue to be safe and comfortable as members and participating friends of First Church.

•

provide outreach to the community at large in the name of First Church (beyond the First Church
campus and activities) by means of leadership, spokespersons, and presence.

John Keasler leader of Rainbow Action

return to page 1

Gay Marriage Video Goes Viral - Same Gender People are not
going away!! Rev. Marlin Lavanhar, Senior Minister of All Souls Unitarian
Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma gave a sermon on Marriage Equality.
LGBT Ministries of Cleveland has posted it on their website as the
“Video of the Week,” and they are holding online discussions. In addition,
a professional interpreter is in the process of translating the sermon into
Spanish. Click here to watch the video
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It was a glorious day or “Three is Good”
by Valerie White

I rode my bicycle to the train station for the 9:08AM
train. I wore my Interweave t-shirt, a rainbow chalice
baseball cap, and a fanny pack with Standing on the
Side of Love, and UUs for Polyamory awareness
buttons. At the station, I met two dozen other
members of my congregation, and one other person
worthy of mention:
Standing on the platform, near my rainbow-hued
and euphoric pewmates, was a tiny, elderly Black
woman in a clerical collar. I smiled at her, indicated
my boisterous companions, and said, “We’re going
to march in the Pride parade.” She said, “So am I!”
My expression as I regarded her moderately high
heels must have been somewhat incredulous. She
smiled. “Well, actually, I’m going to ride in a limousine,
provided by the Episcopal diocese.” I remarked that
the Episcopal church was doing good work on LGBT
rights, explained that we were UUs, and commented
that our denominations would be able to work more
closely together if the Anglicans would just get over
that trinitarianism. She laughed.
return to page 1
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I asked her if she was serving a parish, and she
said “no.” She was retired . . . she was 83 and
entitled to her retirement. She then introduced
herself: Barbara Harris, the first woman ordained a
bishop by the Episcopal Church. She marched with
Martin Luther King in Selma. She is a living legend.
If I had known just how amazing she was I might not
have had the nerve to ask her if she would come and
preach in my church, but I am delighted I did because
she said she’d be glad to.
I introduced her to our minister, the Rev. Jim
Robinson, right there on the platform. The train came,
and we were off to Back Bay, where we walked down
to Arlington St. Church for the annual Pride service.
The service, led by the Rev. Kim Crawford Harvie,
one of the plaintiffs in the Massachusetts equal
marriage litigation, was a glorious celebration.
Rainbow streamers festooned the historic sanctuary,
and in the niche, high above the altar, was a figure
of President Obama, wearing a rainbow tie. A
continued on page 19
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cutout of Judy Garland as Dorothy stood by the
pulpit. We called out the names of our dead, and the
congregation responded, “present .” We danced in
the aisles.
After the service, we walked down Boylston St.
and fell in with a number of other UUs behind a
Standing on the Side of Love banner. More from
my congregation arrived: there were thirty of us
altogether.

dykes were out in force, and a motorcycle club called
the Moving Violations led the parade. I saw one man
in brilliant feathers wearing a huge rainbow-colored
crocheted penis on his head. The streets were lined
with cheering crowds. One family I saw carried signs:
“Lesbian families rock! Proud uncle, Proud son, Proud
daughter.” I was beyond glad to see them there.

There was one shadow over my ecstasy: nowhere
was there affirmation of a family like mine: a
As we marched we chanted, “Give me an L! L! Give polyamorous triad raising kids. I shook that shadow
off when I saw a man wearing a t-shirt that read
me an O! What does it spell? LOVE!”
“Three is good.” It was a glorious day.
It was a glorious day, sunny and not too hot. Four
Valerie White, Treasure Interweave Continental
helium filled pink flamingos led the Arlington St.
Unitarian Church of Sharon, MA
Church contingent. Drag queens and hard-core

UU Church of Sharon annual “Rainbow Sunday” picture. Everyone is asked to wear a solid rainbow-color shirt and
we arrange ourselves in a human rainbow. I’m on the far lower left.
return to page 1
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Oklahoma City Pride 2012

Interweave-Oklahoma City, based at Oklahoma
City’s First Unitarian Church, has just wrapped up

a busy Pride season, and it’s only the middle of June.
For the first time, Oklahoma City’s Pride Festival and
Parade took place this year during the relatively cooler
days of late May rather than at the sweltering end of
June. Our group staffed an informational table during
the day-long Pride Festival, distributing Mardi Gras
beads and information about Unitarian Universalism,
Interweave, and our congregation.
The next day, we joined our congregation’s Social
Justice Committee and our friends from other
Oklahoma City area UU congregations in the Pride
Parade. First Unitarian has long been a fixture in
our city’s Pride celebrations and is the only majority
non-BGLT congregation to participate in the festival
and parade. We were particularly pleased to see
our Interweave booth and volunteers featured in the
photographs that accompanied a report on the Pride
Festival in the Oklahoman, our city’s daily newspaper.

Interweave Oklahoma City also led First Unitarian’s
annual Pride Service, which our group has coordinated
for the past eight years. We opened this year’s service
with a skit that presented the sometimes amusing and
sometimes inappropriate questions that we as B, G, L, T
and/or Q individuals are asked; members of our group then
used these questions as points of departure for personal
meditations on what it means to be B, G, L, T and/or Q in
the United States and in Oklahoma in 2012. To wrap up
our Pride observances, we hosted a Sunday afternoon
“tea dance,” where we celebrated BGLTQ Pride with
friends and allies in our congregation with dancing, tea
J.David Macey, Jr., Secretary
sandwiches and scones.
Interweave Continental

Interweave Continental is a membership organization actively working

Please join
today or consider
making a donation
today.

toward ending oppression based on sexual orientation and gender identity, recognizing that
we will not be free until all oppression is a thing of the past.We are an affiliate organization of
the Unitarian Universalist Association and UU principles guide our work. By providing and
supporting leadership and working in collaboration with other organizations of similar vision,
we strive to connect and nurture all Queer individuals, communities, and groups and their
allies.

return to page 1
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MAM’s Musings
My co-minister, Reverend Breeden, is off to Phoenix with other folks from our congregation to
participate in our 2012 UUA General Assembly. We sent him with a stack of bookmarks with one clear
imperative, FRIEND PHIL! We want every Unitarian Universalist who uses Facebook to FRIEND PHIL! Let’s
start with our congregation. Let’s get 150 from our congregation to FRIEND PHIL. (Reverend Mary Ann Macklin)
Phil Cooper is touring Indiana this month on an ElliptiGO, riding 50
miles per day. Elliptical Indiana focuses on engaging people in discussion
regarding House Joint Resolution 6, HJR-6. This proposed amendment
to the Indiana Constitution states: “Only a marriage between one (1) man
and one (1) woman shall be valid or recognized as marriage in Indiana. A
legal status identical or substantially similar to that of marriage for unmarried
individuals shall not be valid or recognized.”
June 2nd through July 4th he will be collecting signatures from people
who will pledge to vote against HJR-6, if it gets to the ballot in 2014.
Friend Phil on facebook: http://www.facebook.com/philip.
cooper.946?sk=wall
pvcooper@comcast.net

“Elliptical Indiana: Standing for Equality, Love and
Justice”
One thing I started doing as I prepared for this tour was to begin reading
a book, Bridging the God Gap, by Roger Schriner, a UU minister. This
book is about people who are believers, atheists and agnostics having
conversations about their views. I have not finished, but just the same, it
is an enlightening read and spot on to the conversations we are having on
this tour. My belief pattern tends along the atheist or agnostic end of this
continuum. “I don't believe, but I don't know.”

Phil introduces Elliptical Indiana Project
during a Sunday service in late May.

Yesterday while riding, I was thinking about how often we choose a
particular place to go, for example, a cafe or restaurant, this town or that,
now or a little later. That choice ends up connecting us in some way with a
person who is really impacted by the issues we are standing for on this tour.
I was thinking that one has to really embrace the mystery of the serendipity
which lands us in those encounters.

UU Church of Bloomington members visit at the Spencer Pride Festival in early June.

While talking with our daughter, I had a divergent thought. So many people are affected by
“Standing On The Side Of Love” issues either directly or indirectly that it is virtually impossible not to
find those people wherever we go. The first thought is a spiritual reflection on mystery and possibility. The latter is a statement about the breadth of diversity and connection we have with others in this
world. I don't know; maybe both; maybe neither; possibly just the misfiring synapses of an oxygenstarved brain, striding through the state. Philip Cooper, Rainbow Rights Task Force
return to page 1
INTERWEAVE CONNECT

Rev. Mary Ann Macklin,
UU Church of Bloomington

JULY 2012

page 21

UU Church of Augusta, SC

June 23, 2012. The UU

Church of Augusta
and the Aiken UU
Church shared a booth
at the festival and both
walked in the parade

Aiken UU Church in Aiken, SC

Individual Membership

Joining Interweave Continental as an individual
member is a great way to connect to other likeminded LGBTQ people and allies across the
country. Your donations are deductible in the United
States and possibly elsewhere. Please consider an
additional donation when you join to help us to provide financial assistance
to those otherwise unable to participate in our activities, especially youth
and young adults. We welcome everyone!
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The banner says "Not about Gender" which is the slogan the kids have for the name of their club at Martin
County High. When I first started the club they did not just want to be called a gay/straight alliance they
came up with NAG which means not about gender to let every student at the high school know they could
join the club and support their gay friends!!! PFLAG was so happy to sponsor their prom and to be able to
use the Church to hold it in. PFLAG is so lucky to be able to hold our meetings here as well!
Sharon Sisitzky
PFLAG President

TCUUC (Treasure Coast Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Stuart, FL)
SUPPORTED THE GAY AND STRAIGHT ALLIANCE SENIOR PROM
On Saturday evening, May 12th at 7:30 PM our church began to be filled with music being played by a DJ.
Rainbow colored streamers were covering the church ceiling and rainbow flags were present everywhere.
Then couples began to dance to the music-all the couples were about 17 or 18 years of age and most of the
couples were of the same gender – male couples and female couples. It was their SENIOR PROM!
It was the senior prom for the boys and girls of the Straight and Gay Alliance Clubs of Martin County High
School and Jensen Beach High School. Their schools denied them permission to hold their own prom! They
asked us for permission to hold the dance at our church. We were all proud and honored to accept.
Also present at the dance were members of Parents and Friends of Gays and Lesbians (PFLAG) who
sponsored the event, the gay and straight alliance club teacher sponsors, some parents, and a few members
of our congregation. All had a great evening of fun and dancing.
Kenneth D. George
return to page 1
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Fun for all

Gays, lesbians, transgender straight welcomed at the 3rd Annual ‘Born This Way’ Prom
With guys in kilts and women in tuxedos, the third annual “Born This Way prom was a dance for those who
might feel self-conscious in the traditional settings. About 100 people turned out Friday at the Middletown
Fraternal Order of Police hall. The event is sponsored by the Channing Memorial Church Newport, Rhode
Island Interweave group and carried the message “Come out, come out, where ever you are.” The prom is
aimed at gays, lesbians, transgender, straight and everyone in between, to party in a safe environment.
Katie Gonzalalez, 16 a member of the Portsmouth high school Gay Straight Aliance. She heard about the
prom through facebook. “This is way better than a regular prom.” She said. “This is so much fun.”
How many regular proms” feature drag queens strutting to “I Will Survive”?

The drag queens donate a
show every year.
I can not tell you how wonderful these kids
are......the King& Queen had never met before
this night, they danced to "it had to be you". 100
folks attended from all over RI& MA. It is so
heartwarming.
Pam Goff
return to page 1
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and LGBTQ folks and straight allies from the
community.
We attracted some folks from the Navy War
College and political activists from Marriage
Equality Rhode Island ( MERI). Interweave held
a rally at Channing to support MERI’s efforts and
we invited diverse faith communities to attend.
Interweave attended many more rallies at the RI
State House. Our members worked with great
devotion and passion supporting MERI with letters
and personal testimony that was publicized in our
state & beyond.

INTERWEAVE at Channing Memorial
Church, Newport, Rhode Island
I have been procrastinating, BIG TIME, sitting down
to write a report describing our Interweave chapter
here at Channing Churchin Newport, RI. Why? The
group has grown quickly and is veryactive. There are
so many folks contributing to the varied events and
activism of our Interweave chapter here at Channing.
I think I will just dive in and know I can not express
the generosity and dedication of our members.We
are in our third year. Interweave at Channing was
founded by Lee Whitaker in 2009. Lee is now in his
third year as a seminary student at Starr King School
in Berkeley CA. Our past minister, The Rev Amy
Freedman, was the catalyst that moved our faith
community from a Welcoming Congregation to the
founding ofInterweave at our Church.
Lee was the perfect choice to lead us from
progressive theology to activism and support for our
LGBTQ members and the community beyond. When
Lee left us for the seminary and Rev Amy left to
raise her new family, Evan Gallo and I became cochairs. We will be welcoming a new settled minister
at Channing this Spring. We have also added another
cochair, Joan Dermody to the Interweave group in
2011.
We began with Pot-Luck dinners and films. We have
continued this tradition and are always delighted with
the attendance from both within the Channing family

We are very proud of our LGBTQ Prom. Our
Prom is an alternative to the traditional straight
Proms we all recall. Last year’s Prom was titled
“Don’t Ask, Just Dance, Cause Baby We Were
Born This Way”! This event is multi-generational,
non-alcoholic and the best fun in the world! We
received a lot of wonderful press in our Newport
papers and local LGBTQ press. We include a
Drag Queen/ King show as well as the dance
King and Queen and lip-syncs. The proceeds
support Youth Pride Inc. and Channing Church.
This year’s title is; “We were Born This Way Prom,
Friday the 13th of April, Come out, Come Out
Wherever you Are!”
I can not emphasize enough how the young
folks, and older ones too, enjoy celebrating life in
an atmosphere of love and acceptance. There are
many GSA’s from high schools and colleges. The
local press is also verysupportive.
We also held our first TDOR service this year.
We have joined with our Social Action Com
and our Religious Education Com to get involved
with ant-bullying in our local schools. We have a
very ,VERY active Facebook page. Look us up at
Interweave@channingchurch.org I will close now.
The members of our Interweave and the LGBTQ
and allies community have enriched my life
beyond measure. There is much to do to ensure
justice and equality for this group within our faith
and in the state and national arenas. Blessings to
all the Interweave folks out there for

standing on the side of love.

Pam Goff, co-chair, Interweave at Channing Memorial
Church, Newport, RI

return to page 1

INTERWEAVE CONNECT

JULY 2012

page 25

The prom organizers along with my 2 daughters
who just stopped by to visit.

Pride Prom at Fox Valley UU Fellowship

Zombie-themed prom at Fox Valley UU Fellowship
Inc. for youth ages 14-18.
Shannon Kenevan

Dan Furmansky
Campaign Manager
dfurmansky@uua.org
Check out their site
return to page 1
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