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Dear Interweave Members, Chapters, and Friends,
First, A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all individuals and chapters who participated 

in our recent membership drive!!  With your support, all board members were able 
to attend our Board Retreat at the UUA Elliot and Pickett House in Boston, Oct 5-7.  
Many of us met for the first time.  It was an absolute pleasure to work side by side on 
matters so important to all of us.  

FYI, during this past year, 39 individuals/families and 27 chapters renewed their 
Interweave Continental memberships or joined anew.  That means that we have a 
base to grow from.  Each month, our newsletter reaches 1100 congregations, plus 
our Interweave chapters and members.  We encourage all of you to continue your 
support.  THANK YOU ALL AGAIN!

  One aim of this November newsletter is to highlight the broad base of support 
that our UU congregations are providing in the four states that are voting on 
Marriage Equality this month.  We hope you are inspired by the reports from so 
many congregations.  It is exciting to see the work they are doing!  Maine, for 
example, has an important vote.  The state has 27 UU congregations, six with fewer 
than 30 members.  Seven of the Maine congregations wrote notes for us on their 
efforts, showing the growing reach of our newsletter and the dedication of our UU 
congregations to Marriage Equality.

  Be sure to read about the winners of the Youth Service grants that Interweave 
Continental awarded during October this year.  Adam Hackel, the winner of 
Interweave’s 2012 Mark DeWolfe Award, works hard in support of LGBTQ youth 
and donated his award money to establish these two grants.  Congratulations to our 
winners, West Suburban Alliance for GLBTQ Youth (WAGLY) in Massachusetts and 
Oklahoma City Youth United!

The staff of Interweave 
Connect welcomes your 
articles for our newsletter. 
Please note that the 
Interweave Connect Editors 
reserve the right to edit. 
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   Finally, I hope each of your congregations invests in honoring the 13th Transgender Day of Remembrance 
observed internationally on November 20, 2012. We also invite any of you so moved to send us a short piece 
honoring a special transgender person in your life, whether currently alive or deceased.  We will include your 
remembrances is our December newsletter or, if there are too many, post them on our website.  Each November, 
the worldwide transgender community turns its attention to its family, friends and loved ones lost to violence and 
prejudice. This tradition was inspired by the Allston, MA vigil for slain transsexual Rita Hester in 1998.  Our October 
newsletter on transgender issues provided insights leading up to the November observance of this important day.  
You can re-visit the October issue from our website, www.interweaveuu.org .  

    Best wishes to you and yours as we move into the fall and winter season of holidays.  May they bring you many 
moments of joy.

 
Maryka Bhattacharyya 
President, Interweave Continental   

Interweave Continental Board - Nisco Junkins, Newsletter Production Manager, J.David Macey, Jr., Secretary, Valerie White. 
Treasurer, Maryka Bhattacharyya, President, Tova Vitiello, Newsletter Editor, Rev. Michelle LaGrave

With your support, Interweave Continental continues to actively work toward ending oppression based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. Interweave Continental is involved in the following:

•Our annual conference and business meeting, “Convo,” to be held at Interweave Banquet at UU General 
Assembly in 2013.

 • Events and workshops at the UUA General Assembly, including our Annual Banquet
• The Mark deWolfe Award, which is presented annually for lifetime devotion to Unitarian Universalist LGBTQ 

advocacy
• The Interweave Continental Sermon Award, presented annually for the best sermon in support of LGBTQ 

issues
• Interweave Connect, our monthly newsletter, which is emailed to over 1100 Unitarian Universalist 

Congregations, and many LGBTQ organizations within those congregations
• Statements to the public on LGBTQ issues and concern

Interweave ContInental

Return to  Page 1
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Interweave Continental  
Annual Retreat

Return to  Page 1

News from Boston:
Interweave Continental’s 2012  

Board Retreat 

 The members of Interweave Continental’s Board of 
Directors met in Boston for their annual retreat during 
the first weekend of October. Over the course of the 
weekend, the board discussed the opportunities and 
challenges that Interweave Continental, Interweave 
chapters, individual members and BGLTQA Unitarian 
Universalists confront during this exciting time in the 
history of our organization, our association and our 
nation.

  The retreat began with a wide-ranging 
conversation between the board and the Rev. Peter 
Morales, President of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Board members updated President 
Morales on Interweave Continental’s ongoing work 
and future plans, and President Morales spoke to 
the Board about developments related to BGLTQ 
issues both within the UUA and in the wider culture. 
Following this discussion, board members participated 
in an informal worship service led by Interweave 
Continental Treasurer Valerie White, and then we 
shared a supper prepared by Interweave Continental 
President Maryka Bhattacharyya.

 The retreat continued as board members discussed 
two critical questions:

1. What do Interweave chapters expect of 
Interweave Continental?

2. What do individual Interweave members who 
are not affiliated with chapters  expect of 
Interweave Continental?

   Board members agreed that Interweave 
Continental needs to do the following: 

1. provide strong advocacy on BGLTQ issues on a 
national level, both within and outside the UUA

2. offer local chapters detailed information about 
how to build and sustain an effective Interweave 
group

3. inform Interweave chapters about events 
and activities sponsored by other Interweave 
chapters

4. suggest ways to sustain engagement with 
BGLTQ issues at the congregational level after 
the “Welcoming Congregation” process has 
been completed

     The board also discussed the possibility of 
hosting regional gatherings and events for Interweave 
chapters and members, as well as establishing online 
discussions through which chapters and individual 
members could provide guidance to the board. In 
addition, the board acknowledged the need to create 
a more functional process to elect leadership at the 
national level and to develop a clear statement of the 
rights and responsibilities of the national organization, 
of local chapters and of individual Interweave 
members.

   The board devoted considerable attention to the 
needs of individual Interweave members who do not 
live in areas served by an active Interweave chapter. 
The board discussed the feasibility of using online 
forums, podcasts and social media applications, 
possibly adapting strategies developed by the 
Church of the Larger Fellowship, to engage individual 
members more effectively. Board members noted 
the particular value of Interweave Connect in linking 
members and chapters across the country.

   The board then engaged in a SWOT (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Strengths) Analysis. 
Board members noted that Interweave, at the national 
and local levels, has strong leadership and is well 
networked with other anti-oppression organizations 
both within the UUA and in the BGLTQ community at 
large.

    At the same time, local chapters and individual 
members often feel unconnected to one another and 
to Interweave Continental, and the absence of any 
full-time Interweave staff members at the national 
level makes it difficult for Interweave Continental 
to sustain a high level of engagement among the 
organization’s numerous and widely scattered local 
chapters and individual members.

   Board members noted that new technologies, 
especially in the area of social media, may offer 
more effective, economical and accessible means 
to engage Interweave’s membership in national 
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Convo, Interweave’s annual national membership meeting, will take place this year at the UUA’s 2013 
General Assembly in Louisville, KY.  All individuals whose paid membership is current as of May 19, 2013 will 
be eligible to vote at Convo, and all chapters with paid memberships current as of May 19, 2013 will be eligible 
to appoint voting delegates to Convo.  Further details about Interweave-sponsored and BGLTQA-focused 
programming at GA will be published in future issues of Interweave Connect.

Return to  Page 1

conversations about crucial issues, and they 
expressed appreciation of the consistent support that 
Interweave Continental has received from the UUA 
Administration.

     The retreat concluded with a discussion of 
important upcoming events. Interweave Continental 
President Maryka Bhattacharyya indicated that she 
will submit a proposal to present a session at the 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s Creating 
Change conference, which will take place in Atlanta at 
the end of January. The board voted to hold Convo, 
Interweave’s annual national membership meeting, at 
General Assembly, which will take place in Louisville 
in late June. The board also plans to sponsor 
programs at GA, perhaps in partnership with other 
UUA and affiliate organizations.

Nisco Junkins
Rev. Michelle LaGrave Valerie White J.David Macey, Jr.,Tova VitielloMaryka Bhattacharyya

Rev. Peter Morales

J.David Macey, Jr.
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The Board of Directors of Interweave Continental is pleased to announce two $125.00 grants to Unitarian 
Universalist-affiliated organizations in support of work with BGLTQ youth. These awards have been made 
possible through the generosity of 2012 Mark DeWolfe Award recipient Dr. Adam Hackel, who requested that 
the cash prize associated with the DeWolfe Award be used to fund these grants.

Interweave Continental Grants to 
Support Outreach to BGLTQ Youth

  The first award recipient is the West Suburban 
Alliance for GLBTQ Youth (WAGLY), a program 
of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Wellesley 
Hills, Massachusetts. WAGLY, which was founded 
to address the needs of BGLTQ high school youth 
in the MetroWest Boston area, provides social and 
educational programs that support the physical, social 
and emotional well-being of young BGLTQ community 
members and their allies. WAGLY sponsors peer-
led and adult-supported weekly meetings to create 
a safe environment in which youth can socialize, 
share common experiences and learn from each 
other as well as from adult speakers about issues 
they face in their everyday lives. WAGLY will use 
this grant from Interweave Continental to expand its 
WAGLY Resource Library of print and other media 
materials, which provides participating youth with 
factual, supportive and age-appropriate educational 

resources.
  The second award recipient is Oklahoma City 

Youth United (OKCYU), a citywide group for BGLTQ 
youth ages fourteen to twenty that is sponsored and 
hosted by the First Unitarian Church of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. OKCYU provides educational 
programming, outreach services and support to 
BGLTQ youth in a safe social environment, and it 
advocates for the civil rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and questioning (GLBTQ) people in a 
sprawling and socially conservative metropolitan 
region in which few other agencies provide services to 
meet the unique needs of BGLTQ youth. OKCYU will 
use this grant from Interweave Continental to support 
the OKCYU Prom, a crucial community-building 
annual event for BGLTQ youth in Oklahoma City and 
its far-flung suburban communities that is the largest 
and most affirmative gathering of BGLTQ youth 
that many otherwise isolated young people have 
experienced in Oklahoma.

J.David Macey, Jr., Secretary

Youth Service 
Grants
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Columbus and Calumet
When my spouse and I settled into our first 

apartment together, we went through a weeks-long 
process to figure out which of the three convenience 
stores close to us was The Best Convenience Store 
For When We Are Too Lazy To Walk All The Way To 
The Market. On the occasion that we wanted to bake 
a cake but had no baking powder, I went to one of our 
three convenient options. 

I chose poorly.
One of the many reasons I no longer shop at that 

convenience store was that the only baking powder 
they carry is a brand called Calumet. Maybe those 
of you who have carefully watched the film The 
Shining recognize this brand, but for those of you 
who haven’t, I’ll describe it for you. First, this baking 
powder is called Calumet, a French word that is 
sometimes used to describe a variety of indigenous 
American ceremonial pipes. Let’s take a moment to 
wrap our minds around that: a baking powder brand 
named after a French word for a class of indigenous 
American ceremonial objects. But, what’s particularly 
disturbing about Calumet Baking Powder is that the 
red can features the face of a very stereotyped native 
man in a large feathered headdress. Again, this is 
baking powder we’re talking about.

As I was standing awkwardly in the convenience 
store aisle, attempting to process this packaging, an 
old memory bubbled up in my mind. When I moved 
to Boston many years ago, one of the first things I 
did was see the Boston Gay Men’s Chorus perform 
near what’s now the Rose Kennedy Greenway. What 
took me by surprise as a new Boston transplant 
was not anything part of the Chorus’s stellar 
performance. When my friend and I were leaving 
the small waterfront park, we came across a statue 
of Christopher Columbus. At first, we couldn’t 
really believe it. My friend and I were confident that 
Columbus had never detoured from the Caribbean 
to come all the way up here. Why would there be a 
statue of Columbus in Massachusetts? Why would 
there be an entire park named after him? 

I have been meditating on the connection between 
Columbus and Calumet, and in recognition of this 
conflicted holiday stretch – the U.S. government-
recognized holidays of Columbus Day and 
Thanksgiving – I will tell you what I have learned and 
why it is important to us as religious people.

In 1492, when Columbus sailed the ocean blue, he 
carried with him the well wishes of the Spanish royalty 

and a papal bull from 1452, when all of 
Western Christendom was still Roman 
Catholic. The pope’s message was 
simple: Christianity was at war with 
non-Christians, and any conquest and 
colonization that either converted or 
killed non-Christians was sanctioned 
by the Church. This document of 
religiously sanctioned genocide is now 
known as the Doctrine of Discovery. 

Biblical texts were used as the model. 
Think of this from the end of the Gospel 
of Matthew: Jesus tells his disciples, 
“Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them”… Conversion. And then, from the 
Book of Joshua: God tells the Israelites to occupy 
the land of Canaan and to destroy any of the native 
inhabitants… Genocide. This Doctrine of discovery, 
conversion, and genocide, went with Columbus to the 
“New World,” not to mention with other Europeans to 
Africa and Asia.

You can imagine what happened when Columbus 
and his crew landed on Caribbean shores. Columbus 
wrote in his journal that he believed the indigenous 
peoples would be easy to convert because, in his 
opinion, they had no religion, and that 
they would be easy to enslave, because 
they were so kind to his crew. On his four 
voyages to the Americas, Columbus and 
his men enslaved and worked to death 
almost all the native people who they did 
not kill by disease or through violence. 
As David Stannard writes in the book 
American Holocaust, “One favorite sport 
of the conquistadors was ‘dogging’… The 
accounts of the invading conquistadors 
and the padres who traveled with them are 
filled with detailed descriptions of young 
Indian children routinely taken from their 
parents and fed to the hungry animals.” We 
Bostonians have a park named after the 
man who did these things! 

Though the Protestant Reformation 
prided itself in rejecting “papist” influences, the 
colonists in New England and Virginia behaved 
no better than the Catholics farther south. Again, 
indigenous peoples were construed by the colonists 
to be primitive, savage, and were murdered or driven 
out of their homelands.
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In 1823, the Supreme Court of the United States 
even made explicit that the centuries-old Roman 
Catholic Doctrine of Discovery was official U.S. law, 
stating that “Christian America” had inherited the “right 
of discovery” and “ultimate dominion” over all land not 
occupied by Christians: Manifest Destiny. European-
Americans understood Manifest Destiny in terms of 
that biblical story from Joshua: to them, it was the will 
of God that the American land occupied by the ethnic 
“other” would be theirs as Christians. This Supreme 
Court decision has not been overturned.

To call what the Europeans did and continued 
to do to indigenous peoples “genocide” is no 
overstatement. Between transfer of new diseases, 
warfare, massacre, and forced assimilation, the native 
populations and cultures of what we now call the 
Americas was decimated. 

What does this have to do with Calumet? And, what 
ought this history mean to us as a community of faith?

Unitarian Universalist theologian Paul Rasor 
describes racism as a demon. I believe this. I believe 
that racism is a spiritual sickness that affects, infects, 
us all. I believe that racism is a virus, constantly 
shape-shifting. We Unitarian Universalists affirm 
justice, equity, and compassion in all beings’ relations, 
the inherent worth and dignity of all beings, the 
interdependent web of all existence… Racism and 
other kinds of prejudice ruin our great spiritual ideals. 
And, racism is living in all of us, right now. My own 
symptoms of infection over the years have included: 
saying “we’re all immigrants in America!”, thinking 
folks out West were really “granola” for changing the 
name of Columbus Day, being unperturbed watching 
the cartoon version of Peter Pan, and buying racist 
baking powder.

The Doctrine of Discovery yet lives on in our legal 
system and in our culture. We must be mindful of this 
systemic racism, or it will creep into us unnoticed. We 
need to protect ourselves, our loved ones, and this 
country, from this disease. 

The system of oppression against indigenous 
peoples has a two-prong approach for infecting us. 
First is to sanitize Columbus’s and other colonists’ 
public records, and second is to objectify and erase 
the native peoples of this country. If racism is truly a 
system, then we can be assured that we’ll see many 
examples in our daily lives. 

We’ve already acknowledged that Columbus’s 
methods and intentions in “discovery” were ones of 
religiously sanctioned genocide. The fact that we have 
a park in Boston named after Columbus is evidence 
enough of sanitization. But, that’s not the end of 
Columbus in Boston. Though Columbus Day was not 
a national holiday – a national holy-day – until 1937, 
the city of Boston has celebrated the centennial of 
Columbus’s “discovery” of the Americas all of the 
last three centuries. We have major thoroughfare 
named after him. In 1992, the state even established 
a commemorative award that honors people with 
“Columbus’s spirit of discovery.” Yikes!

Calumet Baking Powder is just 
the tip of the iceberg in systemic 
racism’s second attack on us, to 
erase and objectify native peoples. 
Land of Lakes butter, the Washington 
Redskins and Cleveland Indians, 
“Navajo-style” fashion from big 
brands like Urban Outfitters, Tonto 
in The Lone Ranger… The list goes 
on and on. As Adrienne K of Native 
Appropriations writes, “These images 
[of indigenous peoples] are not 
‘honoring.’ They serve to collapse hundreds of distinct 
nations and cultures into one stereotypical lump, and 
perpetuate stereotypes of Native peoples living like 
they did in the 1700’s, rather than modern people 
who are shopping at the local Star Mart (without a 
headdress on). Truly, for many people, these are the 
only representations of American Indians that they 
see.” The objectification of native peoples is meant 
to teach two things: that indigenous peoples were 
always warlike and undifferentiated, and that they do 
not exist in our modern world. 

Columbus and Calumet: a two-prong approach 
to hide the atrocities committed against the native 
peoples of the Americas, to absolve white “explorers” 
from their crimes, and to allow for the continued 
oppression of indigenous peoples. As long as we 
remain unmindful, we are part of this great machine of 
systemic racism. I know for myself, becoming aware 
of this systemic racism has made me angry. I’m angry 
that I’ve been fooled, tricked, lied to about the history 
of my own country and that popular culture has been 
teaching me to be racist. I don’t want to be part of this 
system any longer. My religion holds me to higher 
standards.

Return to  Page 1
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So, what can we do to begin or improve on our 
actions as an anti-racist community of faith, in 
solidarity with indigenous peoples? The very first step 
is resist our culture’s systemic racism. 

Anything we do to disrupt the system makes 
a difference. Acquainting ourselves with biblical 

and other scriptural texts that show the Divine’s 
preference for the oppressed disrupts the system. 
Learning the true history of our families, cities, and 
nation disrupts the system. Refusing to buy or support 
products that use racist imagery disrupts the system. 
Fighting the Columbus Day holiday and campaigning 
to change it to Indigenous Peoples Day – something 
the state of South Dakota and many cities out West 
have already done – disrupts the system. Not only will 
disrupting the system in small ways make an impact 
for those around us, but it helps inoculate us too from 
further infection as the systemic racism tries to morph 
and get at us again. 

Unitarian Universalism calls us to seek 
wholeheartedly a world without prejudice, 
discrimination, and oppression. We cannot be the 
religion of our time if we are poisoned by racism. 
We must be on our guard at all times against it. Our 
spiritual health and integrity depends on this.

Catie Scudera  
Catie Scudera The intern minister  

Arlington Street Church in Boston, MA

Catie Scudera

Return to  Page 1

• Effect positive change within UUA through our connections and collaborations with UUA leaders and 
members

• Represent a welcoming, liberal religious voice within local, regional and national LGBTQ communities
• Contribute to trans-formative grassroots movements that celebrate LGBT people and work to end all forms 

of oppression
• Support of LGBTQ ministers
• To establish a Service Project in conjunction with and support of LGBTQ Youth

Interweave ContInental
Interweave Continental Goals include:
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Transgender  
Remembrance Day

     The International Transgender Day of 
Remembrance (TDOR) is set aside to memorialize 
those who were killed due to anti-transgender hatred 
or prejudice.  Throughout the world, people are killed 
for simply being themselves.  Transsgender persons 
have been documented in many Western and non-
Western cultures and societies from antiquity until the 
present day.  One’s being transgender isn’t inherited 
and isn’t a disease.  It is a natural condition, an 
expression of diversity in nature.  The TDOR provides 
all of us an opportunity to work toward solidarity, as 
members of the human family.

 The TDOR was created to memorialize 
Rita Hester[i],[ii] who was from East Hartford, 
Connecticut, and was murdered in 1998, in Allston, 
Massachusetts.  While in her apartment, Hester 
was brutally stabbed at least 20 times in the chest 
by an unknown assailant.  Some in the transgender 
community believe Hester’s murder was a hate crime, 
as evidenced by the brutality of the assault and it 
appeared that the assailant had not stolen anything 
from the apartment.  

  In response to her murder, there was an 
outpouring of grief in the community that led to 
a candlelight vigil.  Approximately 250 people 
participated.  Hester’s murder was not the first to 
produce such a response.  The 1995 murder of 
Chanelle Pickett[iii] of Boston was another tragedy 
that drew a crowd of more than 200 people.  This 
vigil is seen as a turning point in activism for that 
community.

 The larger message is that the transgender 
community is at-risk.  It is important to realize that 
being transgender or gender non-conforming is 
not a choice, but rather it is a condition that cuts 
across all lines of race, ethnicity, culture, sex, and 
status.  “The Injustice at Every Turn Report” of the 
National Transgender Discrimination Survey[iv] states 
emphatically that transgender and gender non-
conforming people confront injustice every day.

The study brings to light what is both 
patently obvious and far too often dismissed 
from the human rights agenda. Transgender 
and gender non-conforming people face 
injustice at every turn: in childhood homes, 
in school systems that promise to shelter 
and educate, in harsh and exclusionary 
workplaces, at the grocery store, the 
hotel front desk, in doctors’ offices and 
emergency rooms, before judges and at the 
hands of landlords, police officers, health 
care workers and other service providers. 
... Discrimination was pervasive throughout 
the entire sample ... with African American 
transgender respondents faring far worse 
than all others in most areas examined. 

Rita Hester

Chanelle Pickett

The National Transgender Discrimination Survey 
also addressed the threat of suicide that is rampant 
in the transgender community.  A staggering 41% of 
respondents reported attempting suicide, compared 

The International Transgender Day 
of Remembrance

Return to  Page 1
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to 1.6% in the general population, with rates rising 
for those who lost a job due to bias (55%), were 
harassed or bullied in school (51%), had low 
household income, or were the victim of physical 
assault (61%) or sexual assault (64%).  

 Transgender people tend to be extremely isolated, 
at risk, and in need of support.  In the face of 
institutionalized discrimination, studies show that 
family acceptance has a protective affect against 
many threats to well being. 

 As African-American transgender women, at the 
intersection of prejudices, Rita Hester and Chanelle 
Pickett were among the people who are the most 
at risk.  In their dedication, the TDOR event is most 
poignant.  The TDOR is a time for everyone to grieve 
for those who have died, and for all of us to unite in 
the cause of social justice.

  In many communities, Transgender Day 
of Remembrance memorials are planned.  
In the United States, most of them are held 
on Nov. 20th.  In our community this year, 
members of the West Hartford, Connecticut 
Universalist Church will participate with the 
Connecticut TransAdocacy Coalition (CTAC) 
and the Metropolitan Community Church 
(MCC) in Hartford.  Together we will host a 
TDOR memorial Nov. 20th.  

Krista Hill

 The TDOR memorial will start at the Charter Oak 
Cultural Center (5:15PM) with a  candlelight walk to 
the Hartford Public Library where public leaders will 
give brief addresses.  The public is invited to share 
their thoughts (5:30PM).  

  The vigil will be followed by a memorial service 
at MCC (7:00PM).  The names of those killed will be 
read aloud, and attendees are invited to state the 
details of each death, in the first person.  After the 
service, there will be a fellowship potluck supper.  
With the emotions that are likely to emerge, it is 
important for people to share the event with a sense 
of community and fellowship.

  If you are interested in establishing 
or participating in a Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, here are some suggestions:  
The first step is to look for other like-minded 
people and supportive organizations in your 
area.  The transgender community tends 
to be fragmented, so be sure to reach out 
to others and talk about the event.  There 
may be a group in your area that regularly 
organizes a TDOR memorial.  National 
organizations, such as PFLAG,[v] have 
many chapters.  They provide a place for 
LGBT people and allies to connect.  

 There is no single way to express the memorial.  
Many host a vigil to raise awareness of the senseless 
killing.  Other communities host “die-ins,” where 
people put their names on a star or placard and 
lay down in public for five minutes in order to raise 
awareness of those who have been killed.  The 
list of names are once again being compiled at the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance website,[vi]  and 
you are encouraged to provide details of what is going 
on in your community.  

                                                                       Krista Hill
Member of the Universalist Church in West Hartford,  

and transgender woman
 
[i]   Remembering Rita, http://www.gender.org/remember/
people/ritahester.html
[ii]  Remembering Rita Hester, by Ethan Jacobs, Bay 
Windows, Saturday Nov 15, 2008
http://www.edgeboston.com/index.php?ch=entertainment&s
c=music&sc2=features&sc3=&id=83392
[iii]  A Life Cut Short: Gender Identity Discrimination and 
the Murder of Chanelle Pickett
http://www.masstpc.org/legislation/CPickettStory.shtml
[iv]  Injustice at Every Turn report, http://
endtransdiscrimination.org/
[v]   PFLAG National http://www.pflag.org 
[vi]  Transgender day of remembrance website.  http://www.
transgenderdor.org
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Reasons for Same-sex Marriage … Marriage Equality

Federal Benefits:  Married couples continue to receive federal benefits after the death of a spouse.
Income Tax:  Married couples can file taxes jointly, benefiting both partners when their incomes differ. 
Transfer of property/gifts:  Married couples are allowed unlimited transfers and gifts to each other 

without paying taxes.
Immigration Benefits:  U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents can extend rights to a spouse.
State Acknowledgement:  A “marriage” is acknowledged and recognized in every state.
Medical Benefits:  A married partner has the right to make life-changing, medical decisions.
Retirement Savings:  Married couples have the right to retirement payouts after the death of a 

spouse, continuing tax deferment as long as savings are rolled over.
Inheritance Benefits:  Inheritance is automatically transferred to a spouse.
Divorce:  Divorce provides a legal structure for married couples to dissolve their relationship.
Spousal Support:  Married couples have a legal obligation to each other.  Abandonment of a spouse 

or child could bring criminal penalties.

     In Iowa, six same-sex couples sued the Polk County recorder who refused to issue a marriage 
license to them. hus, the Varnum v. Brien case went to court. Varnum argued that a provision in the 
state’s marriage statue was inconsistent with the state’s constitution.  In the Varnum argument, it was 
pointed out that the Iowa marriage statue maintained that marriage was a civil contract between a man 
and a woman.  However, the Iowa Constitution states: “[T]he general assembly shall not grant to any 

citizen or class of citizens, privileges or immunities, which, upon 
the same terms shall not equally belong to all citizens.”  It also 
states that any law that is inconsistent with the constitution is 
void … not legally binding. 

     The Iowa State Supreme Court reviewed the benefits 
and privileges of marriage which were many more than listed 
above. In fact, there are more than two hundred under Iowa 
law.

    After their review, the Supreme Court judges agreed that 
Iowa’s marriage statue, restricting same-sex couples, violated 
the Iowa Constitution. The statue was declared void.

     In 2009, the Iowa Supreme Court unanimously ruled to 
legalize same-sex marriage. Their legal decision involved a civil 
contract, not a religious contract. Because the final opinion of 

the court was a civil ruling and not a theological ruling, religious institutions have had and still have the 
right to decide what marriages will be performed and recognized. They have had and still have the right 
to decide who they will marry, and who they will not marry. Religious institutions still have the right to 
define marriage as a commitment between a man and a woman. If you think about it, the Iowa Supreme 
Court judges provided more freedom to the citizens of Iowa.  

     However, the issue of same-sex marriage, like the state bans on interracial marriages, needs to be 
settled in federal court. The time has come for marriage equality throughout our nation! 

     
Tova Vitiello
Interweave Connect, editor
Unitarian Universalist Society of Iowa City, IA
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UU Congregation - Marriage Equality 

Maine

Same-sex Marriage Rally Video

 “Yes,” our state Maine!   We are asking people to “Vote Yes on 1,” which will allow 
marriage equality in Maine.  We had it by legislative action, but it was repealed by a 
proposition. Because we have focused on love rather than rights, we have more support 
now.  So, we are trying again.

 Our church is working with Equality Maine, and we have hosted message training for 
volunteers and we have provided a phone bank.  Several of our members have offered to 
house volunteers from out of state who are working on the campaign with us.  They are 
“vacation volunteers.”

Wish us luck on election day!
Karen Lane 

Office Administrator
First Universalist Church of Auburn, 

MARRIAGE EQUALITY IS A PROMINENT ISSUE IN 31 STATES
In 31 states, marriage equality is a prominent issue via 9 ballots, 

19 federal laws, 30 state laws, and 40 lawsuits (http://www.
marriageequality.org/current-status-map).

For the first time ever, citizens in four states face the decision to 
choose equality for same-gender couples on 6 November 2012, as 
voters in Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, and Washington mark ballots 
to either accept or reject equal treatment for all couples. Even the 
U.S. Supreme Court is paying attention to these ballots, because it 
has 7 marriage-equality-related cases it is considering taking, with 
at least 30 others potentially in line and already in process at lower 
courts. The court does assess social progress when considering 
cases.

• Maine voters will decide whether to change law to enable same-gender marriage. On 30 September, a poll from 
Maine Today Media conducted by Critical Insights reported 57% of Maine voters favor same-gender marriage, 36% 
oppose it, and 7% are not sure.

• Maryland voters will decide whether to keep or repeal the marriage equality law signed by the governor in March. 
On 30 September, the Baltimore Sun newspaper reported that 49% of Maryland voters support same-gender marriage, 
and 39% oppose it.

• Minnesota voters will decide whether to permanently ban same-gender marriage via the state constitution. A 23 
September Star Tribune Minnesota poll reports that 49% of Minnesotans oppose equality, and 47% favor it. To pass, 
this amendment needs explicit votes from at least 50% of all who cast a ballot, and any voter who skips the question 
altogether is counted as opposing it. 

• Washington voters will decide whether to keep or repeal the marriage equality law signed by the governor in 
February. A Survey USA poll released 10 September 2012 shows 56% of Washingtonians support same-gender 
marriage and 38% oppose it. 

Next year looks to being even more active than 2012 has been.  State ballot initiatives are being planned in Indiana, 
Illinois, and Ohio, legislative activity is expected in the states and in Congress, and 10 to 20 final decisions are 
expected from the state and federal courts.

Ned Flaherty is a Project Manager at Marriage Equality USA,  
where he manages the Election 2012 project, the National Marriage Map project, and the Party Platforms project.

Return to  Page 1

http://bangordailynews.com/2012/09/10/politics/same-sex-marriage-rally-draws-300-takes-religious-tone/
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 The UU church in Augusta has been up to its liberal ears in planning events around the referendum.  Here are 
some of the things that we have been doing:

  In August, we hosted a screening of “Love Free or Die.”  The film tells the story of Bishop Gene Robinson’s life 
and his struggle to be recognized.  This was very well attended and we had some great conversations afterward.

  On September 30, we held a training on how to have gentle, respectful conversations with people who might be 
conflicted about the referendum.  It was NOT a training in persuading anyone, just a way to share some thoughts.

  Our biggest event was an outdoor, interfaith worship service in Capitol Park in Augusta.  It was held on October 
14th at 3:00 p.m.  We had a group of about a dozen people from different religions who comprise the Kennebec 
Valley Interfaith Council, a chapter of RCAD.  The public was invited.  It was a very upbeat service celebrating love 
and marriage ... for all.
The work goes on, 
the cause endures, 
the hope still lives, 
and the dream shall never die.

Maggie Ricker 
Augusta, ME

Yes, our state: Maine! We are asking people to Vote Yes on 1, which will allow marriage equality in Maine.  
(We had it by legislative action, it was repealed by proposition, now we have more support due to focusing 
on love, rather than rights, and we are trying again.

Our church is working with Equality Maine and has hosted message training for volunteers and a phone 
bank.  Several of our member households have volunteered to house volunteers from out of state who are 
working on the campaign as “vacation volunteers.”

Wish us luck on election day!
Thanks,

Karen Lane 
Office Administrator

First Universalist Church of Auburn, ME

First Universalist Church of Auburn, Maine, Unitarian Universalist 
with our Marriage Equality banner

Maine

Return to  Page 1
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Maine UUs are incredibly active and involved in helping to win marriage for same-sex couples.  So 
far, fifteen of our UU congregations have signed on as Coalition Partners with “YES on 1: Mainers 
United for Marriage,” and more are in process.

In addition, here are some of the things we are doing:
*Several UU churches are donating free space for various county field headquarters.
*Phone banks are being held almost every night of the week in some UU churches
*UU congregations are hosting “It Starts With You” conversation trainings, and welcoming field staff 

to do in-person volunteer recruiting after every Sunday service.
  UUs are making phone calls and canvassing door-to-door all over the state.  Campaign volunteers 

have talked one-on-one to over 162,000 voters, more than 10% of Maine’s voting population, and 
they continue every day.

  In June, UU congregations were among the eighteen faith communities who made up the 
entire first third of the Southern Maine PRIDE parade, carrying their banners and messages of 
love, acceptance and celebration -- an incredibly moving sight!  One hundred and fifty Catholics 
for Marriage Equality marched, including the Mayor of Portland, our former Governor and a former 
Speaker of the House.  They were joined by hundreds of Protestants, UUs and others.  This was by 
far the strongest showing by people of faith that we have ever seen in a PRIDE parade in Maine.

 UUs have carried their congregational banners in support of marriage for same-sex couples in 
several parades in small Maine towns along the coast, Thomaston, Jonesport ...,  and in the Bangor 
PRIDE Parade.

You can see photos at Allen Avenue UU’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.458417907509489.108309.109323482418935&ty

pe=1

Maine

Return to  Page 1
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1. First Universalist Church of Pittsfield marching at Bangor PRIDE
2. First Universalist Church of Rockland marching in the Thomaston 4th of July 

parade

White-haired woman in orange shirt behind EQMaine banner, carrying “VOTE 
YES for MARRIAGE” sign is Lucie Bauer, a longtime leader at First Universalist in 
Rockland.

 3. Portland, ME RRIAGE” sigbn is Lucie Bauer, a longtime leader at First 
Universalist in Rockland.

Betsy Parsons 
Allen Ave UU Church, 

Portland,  ME

Faith groups that participated in the 2012 Southern Maine PRIDE parade as part 
of Mainers United for Marriage include:

*Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church of Portland
Catholics For Marriage Equality
Congregation Bet H’am
First Congregational Church UCC, South Portland
First Parish Congregational Church UCC Gorham
*First Parish in Portland Unitarian Universalist
*First Universalist Church of Yarmouth
*First Universalist Church, Unitarian Universalist, Auburn
Integrity Maine (Episcopal)
Portland Friends Meeting

Religious Coalition Against Discrimination
*Sanford Unitarian Universalist Church 
St. Ansgar Lutheran Church
State Street Church UCC 
The Cathedral of St. Luke
*Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco & Biddeford
*Unitarian Universalist Community Church, Augusta
*Waterville Universalist Unitarian Church
 Williston-Immanuel United Church
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The Governing Board of the UU Congregation of Castine voted in November to endorse 
the "Yes on 1" referrendum for the freedom to marry, as have many UU churches and 
fellowships accross Maine.  I count 16 UU Churches listed on the RCAD (see below) web 
site -- I think that means that all 16 have officially endorsed "Yes on 1."

I wrote an opinion piece for the Bangor Daily News on our referrendum question, and it 
can be seen at:

http://bangordailynews.com/2012/09/27/opinion/contributors/standing-on-the-side-of-love/
I am on the statewide board of the Religious Coalition Against Discrimination, as is UU minister Rev. 

Carrie Johnsen of the UU Community Church of Augusta, Maine.  RCAD is part of the coalition to pass 
marriage equality in Maine, and can be found on line at  ://www.rcadmaine.org/

Thanks for this issue of Interweave, which I will print and make available.
Best wishes,

Rev. J. Mark Worth 
UU Congregation of Castine, Maine 

Maine is voting on this issue by referendum on November 6th.
 Our church has agreed to be listed on the Mainers United for Marriage website and in the campaign 

materials.
Parnel Hesketh, Admin. Assistant

U U Church of Sangerville and Dover-Foxcroft, ME

Return to  Page 1

Maine is voting on this issue by referendum on November 6th.  Our church has agreed to be listed on the 
Mainers United for Marriage website and in the campaign materials.

 Parnel Hesketh, Admin. Assistant
U U Church of Sangerville and Dover-Foxcroft

  Oh MY!!! MAINE !!!! We are the state that is actually likely to win!!! We are working on the first ever, 
proactive, affirmative referendum!!! We are voting YES, to issue marriage licenses to same sex couples. It’s 
huge. Have you seen the video that Peter Morales did for us, or tha amzing press we have got. I will write 
something for you what are the deadlines? Please friend me on Facebook and you can see and grab a lot of 
stuff. thanks.  

                                       Rev. Sue Gabrielson               
Faith Director Mainers United for Marriage – Yes on 1  
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NAACP Leaders Urge yes 
Vote on Same-sex Mar-
riage
Organization says question 
is one of civil rights, not 
religious belief

October 15, 2012|    By Ian 
Duncan, The Baltimore Sun

Leaders of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
urged Maryland voters to cast ballots in favor of same-sex 
marriage, saying it is a civil rights issue, not a theological 
one.
    Benjamin Jealous, national president the organiza-
tion, drew on the history of civil rights, and that of his 
own family, to make the case for marriage equality.

Maryland Marriage Equality
    Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church 

(PBUUC )has a long tradition of advocating for and 
encouraging equal rights for GLBT (gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender) persons.  Today, we 
proudly support the statewide push for a marriage-
equality law in Maryland.

   Working with such groups as Equality 
Maryland and the Unitarian Universalist Legislative 
Ministry of Maryland, PBUUC members and 
friends have participated in phone banks and 
Annapolis rallies.  We have sent letters, made 
phone calls, and attended legislative hearings in 
the hope of making same-sex marriage legal in 
Maryland.
Re-imagining Valentine's Day 2010

Rev . Diane Teichert
Paint Branch UU Church,

Adelphi, Maryland 

Rev. Diane Teichert

     Our small congregation is hosting a weekly 
phone bank for Marylanders for Marriage Equality to 
contact voters and urge them to support referendum 

#6 for marriage equality.                                                                                            
Rev. Megan Foley                                
Sugarloaf Congregation of UU’s                                                                                   
Germantown, MD 

     Our congregation, the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Southern Maryland, took out ads supporting 
marriage equality. After the referendum passes, we will 
advertise our intent to perform same-sex marriages, 
starting the first day the law goes into effect.  We are 
looking forward to some landmark weddings.  Several of 
our UUFSM members are active in the newly-forming local 
PFLAG group which regularly posts marriage equality 
items.  

Katy Boyd 
UU Fellowship of Southern Maryland 

Hollywood MD

Proud, Proud, Proud !!!

Maryland

 I personally support marriage equality watch video

Many, if not all, of the Maryland UU congregations are 
working actively on the upcoming marriage equality 
ballot referendum vote. Congregations are working 
closely with a community coalition group (Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality) on this issue.  In addition, many 
advocacy activities (e.g., phone banks, neighborhood 
canvassing, fund raising events) are being 
sponsored and hosted by various UU congregations.                      
Marge Dimond 
                        Member of the Cedar Lane UU Church, 
                                                              Bethesda, MD  

Return to  Page 1
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http://bigthink.com/ideas/19402


INTERWEAVE CONNECT November 2012  Page 18

        Most of the organizing in Minnesota is happening through a coalition, which can be seen here:  http://
mnunited.org/
     On MN United website, pull down the “About” menu, then click on ‘Our Coalition.’ Scroll down to “To see a 
complete list of our Coalition Partners, please click here,” then notice all of the UU congregations and other UU 
organizations who are in the coalition.

Rev. Dana Reynolds,
Minister, Michael Servetus Unitarian Soc.

Fridley, MN

Minnesota  Voting NO!!

We had a booth at St. Cloud Pride 
for the third year in a row.  We are a 
coalition member of MN United for 
All Families, the lead organization 
opposing the MN marriage 
amendment.  Our Executive Board 
passed a statement in opposition, 
and our members will be voting NO! 

  Judy Foster,  
UUF Communications Chair 

St. Cloud, MN

Our congregation, Dakota UU in 
Burnsville, unveiled a Minnesotans United 
for All Families Faith Vote No banner, 
and MUUSJA’s Ralph Wyman gave a talk 
at one of our morning services on “Why 
Marriage Matters.”

UUA President Peter Morales asks 
Minnesota UUs to Vote NO and to work for 
LGBT Freedom to Marry. see video

http://www.facebook.com/muusja%23%21/photo.php%3Fv%3D4583050895817%26set%3Dvb.15539882634%26type%3D2%26theater
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                     Vote No! 
We have a new sign in the yard here at Nora 
Unitarian Universalist Church this week. I pounded 
it into the ground myself, with the board’s approval 
and the congregation’s hearty agreement. It’s bright 
orange and in bold blue letters invites passers-by to 
Vote No! Don’t limit the freedom to marry!

My support of marriage equality began almost two 
decades ago, long before the current anti-marriage 
constitutional amendment was put on this fall’s 
Minnesota ballot, long before I fell in love with a 
woman and began to imagine my future unfolding 
alongside hers. My active support of marriage 
equality began the day my office phone rang in my 
first church, in another midwestern state, and the 
woman at the other end of the line asked me if I would 
officiate at a service of union for her and her girlfriend, 
her lover, her partner, her wife-to-be. When I said, 
yes, of course, I’d be happy to, there was an audible 
sigh of relief. “Oh!” the caller gasped, “I thought you 
were going to damn me.”

I thought you were going to damn me. Imagine 
calling a church, a place of worship, to arrange 
your wedding-the event many people call the most 
important day of their lives- all the while trembling in 

fear of being damned by the religious leader to whom 
you make your request. 

I officiated at that service of union (in fact it was 
my second same-gender wedding; the first came 
during my internship at a church in Dallas, Texas!), 
and in the years following perhaps twenty percent of 
the weddings I have blessed have been for same-
gender couples. I don’t distinguish between two types 
of weddings. They are all celebrations of love and 
faithful commitment. And I don’t set myself up as a 
gatekeeper to love and commitment. 

States issue marriage licenses and as a religious 
leader I am granted the privilege of signing them. It 
is an awesome, humbling power. With the speaking 
of a few words and the stroke of a pen, where before 
there were two separate people, now there is a single 
unit. Unlike some of my colleagues, I continue to sign 
marriage licenses for opposite gender couples, even 
though I am not yet allowed in my home state, the 
state of my birth, the state of my heart, to sign them 
for same-gender couples. 

But make no mistake, I long for the day I am finally 
allowed to bless a legal marriage for two women or 
two men. I thought that day was going to come this 
summer-not in Minnesota, of course, but in Iowa. I 
was asked to officiate at the wedding of two men with 
lives full of work and children and summer activities. 
And then I was asked to put the plans on hold as 
the two grooms-to-be investigated the financial 
ramifications of becoming legally wed. Even in Iowa, 
even in the handful of states boldly leading our nation 
in the way of marriage equality, same-gender couples 
face complications simply non-existent for opposite-
gender couples.

Defeating the anti-marriage amendment on the 
ballot this November won’t make same-gender 
marriage legal in Minnesota; it will simply prevent it 
from becoming unconstitutional. Sadly that is both a 
small and a huge first step. And I am proud to minister 
with congregation that is so eager to take that step 
that it has posted a sign right out there on the edge of 
the gravel road, in rural Hanska!

Lisa Doege, Minister
Nora Church UUHanska, MN

Return to  Page 1
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This is the cutest 
picture…two of our 
children participating in 
our mutligenerational 
demonstrations for 
marriage equality in WA 
State, where we have 
to Approve Ref 74 in 
November.

Washington

Rev. Marian Stewart Testifying to 
the House Judiciary Committee

watch the video

Rev. Marian Stewart
NorthLake Unitarian Universalist Church 
Kirkland, WA

Rev. Peg Morgan 
Westside UU Congregation 
Seattle, WA

In 2005 our congregation voted unanimously to support marriage equality.
 We urge you to vote to approve Ref. 74 for Marriage Equality

http://www.northlakeuu.org/about/minister/hb2516.html
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The Westside UU Congregation from Seattle, Washington raised $1300.00 to send to their sister 
congregation (UU Church of Spokane) in eastern Washington to help them move minds and hearts 
in whatever way they chose.  The Spokane congregation decided to put up three billboards… 
this video is the first one going up…    

Fifteen ministers and clergy from the Spokane, Washington area appear on this billboard in favor of 
marriage equality for same-sex couples. The billboard stating, “People of Faith Support Freedom to Marry - 
Vote Yes Ref. 74,” was paid for by the Unitarian Universalist Church of Spokane and the Westside Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation in Seattle, WA. The campaign includes three 10’ X 30’ billboards in high traffic 
areas, that were up for a month prior to the November 2012 elections, which include a Washington state 
referendum (74) approving same-sex marriage.

Rev. Peg Morgan 
Westside UU Congregation 

Seattle, WA

Return to  Page 1

 Interweave Continental is a membership 
organization actively working toward ending oppression 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity, 
recognizing that we will not be free until all oppression 
is a thing of the past.We are an affiliate organization of 
the  Unitarian Universalist Association and  UU principles 
guide our work.  By providing and supporting leadership 
and working in collaboration with other organizations of 
similar vision, we strive to connect and nurture all Queer 
individuals, communities, and groups and their allies.

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Diqo3N_lUlvs%26feature%3Dshare
http://interweaveuu.org/index.php/chaptersmembership/chaptermembership
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Dennis Reynolds, Minister 
UU Congregation of Whidbey Island, WA

  I was very proud as the new minister to learn what was already in the 
plans on Whidbey Island.  Though I do wish the banner out on the highway 
supporting Ref 74 was bigger, it was there.  see video http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hyz6seUZIk8

 We do what we can and hope and speak out and act and sing to work 
towards a more inclusive world.  I do need you and the folks whose work you 
include in the newsletter to feed and renew my energy.

Thank you
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